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Teresa [ _—El T Needless to say, it caught my interest
London, England TR ?-}-r-*"T (although the review was rather uninfor-
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Paramilitaries

Special Report from the Colombia Support Network

NoEndinSightfor
Paramiiitary Massacres In  Colombia

By the Colombia Support Network  the end of 1997, leaving 35 dead and &ommittee Héctor Abab Gomez, the situ-

least 2,500 displaced, one after the otheation was not new: “Since September of
HE CRIMINAL ACTION of para- all in the north of the department oflast year [the paramilitaries] have killed
military groups against the ci- Antioquia. 130 peasants. We knew something ter-
vilian population has reached Carlos Castafio had in fact an+tible was going to happen. We de-
an unprecedented scale in Conounced to the press his intention tmounced this situation in writing to the

lombia and there seems to be no end isleep easy in the National Park of Nudgovernor Alvaro Uribe Velez, to the com-

sight. de Paramillo before the end of Decemmander of the Army’s Fourth Brigade,
Among the more prominent cases reber.”? General Carlos Alberto Ospina Valle, and

ported by the Colombian media in the to the regional Public Prosecutor but no

period between October 1997 and FelMessoes n beagp h e slEmat @ one paid any attention.”

ruary 1998 is the fact that no less thaBl Ao ad sumoudngs (15 deed aoud According to the dailyEl Tiempg

125 people were murdered by group2i®D dybed “Between the 23rd and the 28th of the

under the command of Carlos Castafio, Between the 25th and 30th of Octopast October, Farmers’ Self-Defense
chief leader of the so-called Farmers Selber of 1997, the settlement of El Aro inGroups of Cérdoba and Uraba (ACCU)
Defense Groups of Cérdoba and Urabthe north of Antioquia was terrorized byarrived in the area to repel the 36th front
(Auto-defensas Campesinas de Cordolamn incursion on the part of paramilitarieof the FARC guerrillas. The battle began
y Uraba, ACCU). In addition, this slaugh-who killed 5 of its inhabitants and an-in Ongania and after the fighting three
ter has resulted in the displacement afther 10 in surrounding villages of‘paras’ were dead. The ACCU contingent
more than 3,500 peasants from the aredluango. This violence caused the disasked for reinforcements and at least 80
The courageous denunciation of thesglacement of some 2,100 peasants whuen joined them. They came in by way
massacres has further resulted in thiéed to the main towns of Ituango andof Taraza, followed the streams of Can-
death of a prominent human rights acPuerto Valdivia. dela and Pugui and reached the settle-
tivist. Denunciations throughout the priorment of El Aro, where they brought the
The following report, therefore, fo- year by the Human Rights Committegoopulation under control and forced it
cuses on massacres (a massacre is ¢hector Abad Gomez and by the paristio abandon the village?
fined as an assassination of 4 or mongriest of the settlement of Santa Rita of The paramilitary arrived thus in El
people) that took place in the vicinity ofltuango, Jairo Guerra, were of no effectAro on Saturday, October 25 with the in-
the National Park of Nudo de ParamilloParamilitary groups of the ACCU andtention of “finishing off the guerrillas.”
Antioquia (a state in the northwest pormembers of the armed forces continued@hey brought the inhabitants out from
tion of Colombia). Three municipalitiestheir joint patrols in the rural area aroundheir homes and gathered them in the
in the area surrounding the park wer&uangg. main square. There, in front of everyone,
victim to a bloody incursion by paramili- According to JesUs Maria Valle,they killed the first four victims, Andres
tary of the ACCU self-defense group atown councilor and president of the HRMendoza, Wilmar Restrepo, Rosa Maria
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Barrera y Dora Angelica Areiza. They  The inhabitants of El Aro also ac-Army supposedly did not arrive in the
proceeded to go through the dwellingsuse the Army of complicity in the mas-locality until 10 days after the denuncia-
in search of firearms and robbed the insacre. “There were people who attion and 15 days after the day of the
habitants their few belonging3. tempted to flee during a moment of inatmassacrel2, despite the fact that the
For the time, El Aro became the paratention by the paramilitaries, but they diddaily El Tiempohad already published
militaries’ center of operations againsnot get very far, as the Army was nearbgn article on October 30 about the dis-
the guerrillas with whom they had armednd turned them back to the villagé:” placement of 1,200 peasants who had

encounters in the surrounding area. Theurthermore, by official account, thearrived in the municipality of Valdivia and

population was forced to remain in the

square for five days, and made to remaijn
standing most of the time. At mealtime;
the women were sent to their homes ¢t
prepare food. During the four nights al
were forced to sleep out in the opén.
According to witnesses, becausg
there were two paramilitaries killed in thg
fighting with the guerrillas, the paramili-
taries in turn killed two peasants whd
were planting beans nearby, Albertq
Correa and a youth of 16, because “t
have been working there they must hay
known there were guerrillas in the vicin-

[®)

Death Toll Soars in Meta

Bogota’s dailyEl Tiemporeported that the regional and sectional dire
tors of the Public Prosecutors of Oriente announced that between Oc
1997 and February 1998 a total of 124 bodies have been uncovered in Grg
a municipality in the south of the department of Meta. The directors repo
that, to date, the homicides have been perpetrated with firearms, in an

C-
ober
nada,
rted
indi-

vidual or selective manner, and that the investigations of these violent d¢aths

are in a preliminary stage.
The jurisdictional domain of the Public Prosecutors of Granada inclu
the municipalities of Fuente de Oro, Mesetas, La Uribe, Lejanias, V|

des
sta

! i i Hermosa, San Juan de Arama, Mapiripan, Puerto Concordia, El Castillg, La
ity.” Witnesses tell of a helicopter thal pMacarena. and Puerto Rico.

arrived with paramilitaries and a As El Espectadorstated on February 13, the Defensoria del Pueblq—
wounded guerrilla for interrogation. Hel headquartered in Meta—says the Avriari region has become a zone of violence

died before speaking and the paramil
taries proceeded to dismember the bod
in front of the inhabitants’.

Before leaving El Aro, the paramili-
taries killed Marco Aurelio Areiza, the
village’s 64-year-old shopkeeper, first ty-
ing him to a tree in the square, gougin
out his eyes and his heart, and sprea
ing salt over his body. His wife and
daughters were brought over by forc
to look upon the remains. “The poo
woman threw herself on the corpse s
that the children wouldn’t see the statg
it was in,” said one of the peasants.
The shopkeeper had been forced fo
serve the paramilitaries during their stay
in El Aro and his wife forced to cook for
them. The argument for killing Marco
Aurelio was that he must have serve
the guerrilla the same way he was sery-
ing them. The paramilitaries finally set
fire to the village, killing the pigs and
the chickens. They took with them a to
tal of 1,300 cattle and 130 horses an
mules.?®

Yy

o]

[©]

d

“and displayed a red band on one of their arms.

and terror and costing the lives of one to two people daily.

The organization paid visits to the municipality of Lejanias, where the

people say they are under siege by the ACCU and were forced to abandd
municipality near the towns of Ganada and Castillo.

Apparently, the ACCU also went to Medellin del Ariari on February
terrorized the community and removed some people from their homes. T
stated that the individuals wore garments of exclusive use of the Armed Fg

According to the Defensora of Meta, Rocio Lopez de Robinson, 30 of
120 deaths occurred during the month of October last year and five of
victims appeared cremated. In November 25 violent deaths were regist
and in December, 21 people murdered, among whom were traders, pea
farmers, dairy farmers, and livestock farmers.

Meanwhile, El Espectadormpublished the news that another 46 peop

n the

91
hey
rces

the
the

bred,

sants,

le

may have died recently as a result of actions by armed paramilitaries or

uer-

rillas in Turpial, district of El Anzuelo, in Mapiripan. The accusations wdre
voiced by Ana Silvia Linder, representative of the International Committeg of
the Red Cross —with seat in Villavicencio—confirming having received cglls

in which the existence of a new massacre in the region announced. The [com-
mander of the Fourth Division of the Army, Brigadier-General Jaime Humberto
Cortes Parada, declined to make comments on the matter and indicateq that
they are merely rumors intended to discredit and to disturb the electoral |pro-

cess.
El Tiempo& El Espectador

A final assessment showed that of
the 68 dwellings, 47 were left in ruins ang
four others in a poor state. Likewise, o
the small farms through which the
passed, paramilitaries leveled 10 oth
houses and killed four more peasants;
Arnulfo Sanchez, 68; Jaier Diaz, 22
Fabio Zuleta, 44 and Omar Cadena,'27.

MniGossay. PBI—Peace Bigedes  Inemationdl * FARG—ThBavoLionary

Amed Facss o Comtia (Wwg g« AOOU—SdiDebree Gays of

Codoba and Uba (ighwing  paramiary gop) * WNU—Weekxens Updaie
anthe Amaices (See page S for moe nomeion . on WNUp H Cabmbao —

newgeper besed n Meddin ¢ H T & H Epecatlr  —Bogoid newgpoepas
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denounced the deaths of the first 6 peakabitants of carrying out joint patrols inThen, once the peasants returned, there
ants. the region alongside the paramilitarieswould be health brigade¥ However, a

The troops that arrived in the settleOn arriving in EI Aro on November 11, reporter from the dailfel Colombiano
ment after the massacre belonged to tligolonel Morantes announced to thevho visited the zone pointed out: “It is
Girardot Batallion, part of the Army’s press that the Army was going to rebuildikely that few people will return to El
Fourth Brigade, under the command othe town. For his plan of action, as a firsAro given the scant guarantee of secu-
Colonel German Morantes. This is thestep, a camp would be established amity, in spite of the Army’s assertions to
same battalion accused by the local irthe provision of food would be verified.the contrary.”3

In face of the polemic raised by ac-

Paramilitary Leader GCastaio
Sentenced in Absentia

Fidel Castano, founder of the paramilitary ACCU was sentenced in ab
tia on January 6th to 28 years in prison by a Colombian court for his res
sibility for the deaths of six campesinos in Pueblo Bello, Antioquia dep

ment. The victims were among 43 Pueblo Bello-area residents killed by ACC

between 1989 and 1990. The court also sentenced Castafio for the mur
Antioquia political leader Alfonso Ospina in November, 1989. Rumors h
circulated for some time now that Fidel is deal and his brother, Carlos Cas
now heads ACCU. .—HI Colombiang 1/7/98] viaWNU #415

cusations from human rights groups who
for some time had been denouncing joint
patrols by army and paramilitary groups,
Colonel Morantes made a point to state
that these accusations were “unfounded
S€Mind dangerous.” He added: “Whenever
POYhere has been cause to suspect such
A omplicity we have taken action. Two
onths ago | relieved the entire troop,
leno because it is possible that undes-
AV8red friendships can develop, not be-
aNPause of concrete incidents?
Press reports also indicate more
peasants displaced from other localities

GP: Armed Forces Gonceal
Presence of Putumayo Paramilitaries

Colonel Diego Gativa Arias, commander of the 24th Army Brigade W
headquarters in Santa Ana (Putumayo), announced to the media that

around Ituango such as San Bartolo,
Buenavista and Badillo, where 200 peas-
ants left the village of La Manda.
On November 24, other news re-
counted an incursion in Eparasi such as
ith recently occurred in El Aro of Ituango,
«tmdhich provoked the displacement of

garrison under his charge has no evidence of the presence of paramilitarjesSme 700 peasants from another 8 settle-

the zone” El Espectadoy. Other Army spokesmen toldl Tiempothat “they
have not had proof of the existence of bodies or mass graves.”

However, all the testimonies of the authorities and of local dwellers p
to a long-standing paramilitary presence in the Putumayo. Carlos Cas
paramilitary chief, announced it two years ago on the occasion of the
tional Summit of Self-Defense Groups.

What is the reason that the Army denies the paramilitary presence ir
department of Putumayo? Why does the Army hasten to affirm that the g
rilla is responsible for the deaths when everyone points to the paramilita

The Public Prosecutor should look for answers to these questions
cause this military attitude is the same as that towards numerous parami
massacres carried out in the country. Suffice it to track the Mapiripan, C
arral and Paravando massacres, among others, in the newspapers, to
find the same attitude, which is also that of the Minister of Defense Gilb
Echeverry. When confronted by the question of the deaths in Colombig
has stated: “What's that?”

All Colombia and the international community turn their eyes again
ward the lax government of Ernesto Samper and the bipartisan Colom
political class which have allowed and still allow the unpunished actions
the paramilitary in the country. This latest massacre has taken place
completely militarized department. The Colombian Communist Party dem4

ments located in the National Park of
Paramillo.
hint  According to the mayor of Ituango,
andose Milagros Lopez, “the inhabitants
Ndnade a journey of four days on mule back,
to denounce that armed men had arrived
th@n November 15 in the village of Badillo,
uehad killed at least four people, destroyed
irysome bridges, and set fire to the school
pand to another 17 dwellingst” Accord-
itayg to this mayor’s description: “There
haps nothing but jungle in that area, a terri-
hIwigy¥ Where the dwellings are dispersed,
brigt a distance from each other as much as
. hene hour’s journey on foot. There, in the
midst of a subsistence economy, are in-
to-habitants who have never received any
biadtention from the national government;
ofmpoverished peasants and undernour-
inished, victims of a war they do not de-

ngserve.” 18

answers as well as concrete actions from the government to stop this crifninal Three months after the massacres,

wave of blood.
Central Executive Committee of the Colombian Communist Party

the daily EI Colombianorevisited the
settlement of El Aro to report that “the

village has not been reconstructed be-
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cause the materials sent to the site wermted that Dabeiba has a military detachants affected and to other local inhabit-
worthless; furthermore, the communityment of the Girardot Infantry Battalionants, evidence of the evident ties be-
is not organized and the departmentand of the Convivir groups, which aretween paramilitaries and certain members
administration does not have the fundthe legalized armed civil patrols that dof the forces of public order?*

to attend to their needs.” It reported thaintelligence work for the Army. Accord- Other witnesses state that since
only 100 peasants had returned to El Arimg to the dailyEl Colombiang “The June, 1997 the paramilitaries had ordered
after remaining for a period of threemassacre that occurred between thbe inhabitants of the village of San Juan

months displaced in Puerto Valdivid.

evening of Tuesday and the dawn ofle Urama “to vacate the farms and close

The denunciations made by Jesu#/ednesday was, according to the peagdown commerce because they believed

Maria Valle, president of the HR Com-

mittee Hector Abad Gomez, cost him hi§
life. A group of assassins entered hi
office in Medellin and assassinated hin
with two shots to the head this past Fel
ruary 27, 19982 (See “Human Rights
Activist Murdered”, page 34.)

= v ) B -

Army Major, Police Officers
Arrested For Ties to Death Squads

Reuters reported that four members of Colombia’s security forces w
arrested and accused of having links with right-wing death squads. Ju
officials said the arrests were the first in the insurgency war in which ac
members of the police or the army have been detained on charges of o
ties to right-wing paramilitary groups. A statement from the chief prosecut
office identified the suspects as an army major in Cordoba Province and
police officers in Bolivar Province. The four have been also charged v

several murders, including that of a mayor-elect in Bolivar last Novembet.

ere
stice
tive
ficial
DI'S
hree
ith

Messoes in te Rud Aea o Debda
(4 ded ad & et 400 dyboed)

On Tuesday November 25, ACCU
paramilitaries entered by another flan
of the National Park’s Nudo de Paramillo
arriving in the villages of La Balsita,
Tocumal, Buenavista and Galilea wher

v

A Little “Rambo” Does Not Go A Long Way

by Dennis Grammenos

The U.S. State Department’s “certification” process has become a spring

ritual anticipated, in Bogota, with a peculiar blend of keen interest and
missive contempt. Once again, in these days that prefigure the release
“certification,” one can be excused for exhibiting a certain degree of cynic
if one were to observe that the Colombian media are peppered with repo

dis-
bf the
sm
ts of

arrests of individuals or groups of individuals that have been implicated in

some paramilitary atrocity or other.

Just recently an Army major and three police officers were arrested on

'F charges of participating in death squads. Now come reports of the arrest of a
they murdered 14 peasants, accusing man known as “Rambo,” one Luis Alejandro Cardozo Gongora. “Rambo” jhas
them of being "auxiliaries to the guerril-| pyeen a henchman in the service of the brothers Fidel and Carlos Castaijo Gil
las”. i .| — large landowners, notorious paramilitary warlords, and (many claim) major

According to people of the area, thig drug lords.
was not the first action of the paramili; According to General Ismael Trujillo Polanco, the director of the “Dijifi”
taries there. “For more than a year noW o pjrectorate of the judicial police, the intelligence organization responsjble
since they first arrived, list of names il o the arrest, there is a list of 300 names of individuals who have been posi-
hand, they have eliminated at least 180 ey identified as belonging to formations that have been implicated in atrpci-

peasants.?? The mayor of Dabeiba con-
firms this adding that “for quite some
time now, the population bleeds to deat
in silence, without the attention of those
who have the constitutional obligation
to protect their lives.??

On November 22 the paramilitarie
drove through Dabeiba by truck. “There

were around 50 or 60 armed men. We Jll

ties, many with links to the narcotics circuit. In the case of “Rambo”, Dijin has

information that implicates him in the narcotics circuit as a liaison betw
drug-traffickers and paramilitaries. Among other information, it is known
the authorities that “Rambo” visited Jairo Correa Alzate, a notorious d
lord, at the “maximum security” penitentiary in Itagui (Antioquia).
“Rambo” was arrested in La Dorada (Caldas), seat of Castafio parami
forces, but by the looks of it General Trujillo Polanco would find neither of
names of Fidel or Carlos Castafio Gil on the long list of names he mentid

ben
to
rug

itary
he
ned.

) X , 9" (See related stories: “Paramilitary Leader Castafio”, page 6 and “Caught ih the
saw it and no one said anything,” saifl yisis” page 31.)
one of the witnesseX.It should be '
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we collaborated with the guerrillag® Ricardo Monroy and Luis Alberto the outskirts of Dabeiba. But that was
Prior to these threats many had left, inAvendano. Killed in Tocumal: Oscarnot all. As denounced by the mayor
cluding the parish priest. The stores tha¥alderrama, 60-year-old minister of theGabriel Eduardo Gonzalez, the head of
ignored the order to close down werevangelical church, and his 25 year olthe Convivir groups, Jhon Mario
burned. For this reason, on Novembeson Luis Alfonso. In Buenavista:Rodriguez, threatened the drivers who
25 when the peasants sighted the parklorentino the local schoolteacher 2thad been hired by the city council to
militaries, they ran from their homes and/ears old and his father, Ananias Guisa@ssist in the transportation of some of
hid in the forest for several days. One of6 years old; also Angel Montoya andhe displaced. According to the mayor,
the survivors reports that “those killedMilton David, both 30 years old, appar-those from the Dabeiba Convivir groups
were the ones who came out to see if thently hanged. In Galilea another 5 peaswho “are displeased because they would
armed guys had left, and there they werants were murdered.In the settlement have preferred that everyone remain si-
picked off one by one?® of Antesales, peasants were told to leavent about the bloodshed®
The 22 dwellings of the village weretheir homes, their animals, and their lands
burned. Peasants killed in hamlets in ththecause a helicopter would arrive th@HEMASSACREFPEQUHG dead):
vicinity of San Juan de Urama of Dabeibaext day to bomb the locality?’ In an unprecedented action, and fol-
were the following. In the settlement of  Around 400 peasants from the aflowing upon other violent incursions in
La Balsita: Edison Areiza 17 years oldfected villages were forced to move tdhe area, on December 6 a group of 150
paramilitaries arrived at the municipal
capital of Peque. By phone, they re-
quested permission of the local Chief of
Police to “do a cleansing of the munici-
pality” %, meaning permission to Kill
tar)T7hose whom they considered “auxiliaries
,]erﬂ]: the guerrillas”. The Chief of Police
OUPQPOSEd the request and prevented the
L arRaramilitaries from reaching the center
oRauare, where the police entrenched

Eight Massacres in
Ten Days in the North

Nine Colombian campesinos were murdered in two attacks by paramili
groups in the villages of La Jagua de lbirico and La Paz, Cesar departn
police sources reported on Dec. 2. Two days earlier reports came out ab
massacre of 19 campesinos in Dabeiba, Antioquia. In a ten day period
military groups committed eight massacres, killing more than 100 people, o
Dec. 1, more than 20 heavily armed men in military garb entered the Casaca emselves. The param|l|tar|es kept the
farm in La Jagua and dragged from their homes those people whose n mé age_under_3|e_ge du_rmg tV.VO days and
appeared on a list they were carrying. The victims were then lined up ag inéj{‘ed five of its inhabitants in the out-

a wall and shot to death; seven people were killed and one other disapp aré irts. Curiously enough, the police

—Agencia de Noticias Nueva Colombi C lef's report to_his superior_s was pub-
lished by the dailyEl Colombiang pro-

viding a unique testimony of the events.

The report begins with the fact that
“On the day of December 6 at around
1:00 four trucks drove in from the direc-

AGGU Murders 23 in Antioguia

Paramilitary death squads murdered 23 campesinos in the municipali
Urrao in Antioquia. There were some 150 selective murders in the town dd
1997, but since the paramilitary groups left Urrao in December there had
little violence, until a group of some 300 individuals identifying themselves
members of the ACCU entered the community of La Encarnacion on April
The paramilitaries selectively pulled 10 people from a bus, accused the

y éion of Dabeiba with approximately 150
ringaramilitary troops, who disembarked
hedhree kilometers outside the perimeter of
aghe town. Then, at 14:00 hours | received
2ga call from an individual alias “Pelusa”,
n @pparently the leader of the group, who

being members or supporters of the FARC, and murdered them. The paragmifidid: “Listen, chief, we are here to carry

taries then killed another 13 people in the community of ElI Maravillo. T
FARC's 34th Front is based near La Encarnacion.

heout a cleanup of the town and | need to
take out some people, and | need to take

Some 200 local residents have fled to the town of Urrao. Despite the

ar§ome cattle to feed the men.” To this |

military group’s orders that campesinos leave the area, several of the wiloWig€sponded: “Look, in the rural area you

said they want to return. “They already killed our husbands, we’re alone

itflo as you wish, but you’ll do no work

our children, we want to work the land,” said one mother whose husband|ware in town, you won't even set foot in
murdered. Ironically, Urrao was in the midst of its own peace process wheh tHg” to which he responded, “Well, OK.
attacks took place; church leaders had met with spokespeople of the FARCAere going in by hook or by crook®
34th Front to negotiate the rebel’s departure from La Encarnacion. Now, [said According to the chief, at 6:00 p.m.
one campesino, “Peace is very far away, while we keep dying in the solitugle &N that day the paramilitaries attempted

our countryside, without help from anyone.” EHColombiand WNU#431 to reach the main square of the town,
but the police called out to them that if
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they entered they would shoot, upo
which the paramilitaries retreated. O
December 7 at 5:00 a.m. businessma
Ricardo Antonio Carvajal was killed. On
December 8 they set up roadblocks at gl
the exits out of town and some 20 people
were stopped. In answer to a request for
help from the police chief, the Army sen
a helicopter which remained only 40 min
utes, discharging some shots in a “rura
zone near the municipal center” and the
leaving?®? Following another frustrated
attempt to enter the main square, on D¢-
cember 8 the paramilitaries killed Aicardg
David Higuita, 20 year old; Jose Torres
45 years old; Francisco David, 35 year
old; Carlos Tuberquia, 35 years old an
Arcadio Villa. At midnight on December
8, five trucks arrived, picked up the bod
ies and left town on the road leading to
Medellin.” 3 And finally, the chief in-
forms his superiors that “I have received
death threats from the leaders of the
groups of Santa Fe de Antioquia
Frontino and Dabeiba, for actions of the
Police which were in fulfillment of their
legal duties.”*

The dailyEl Tiempoinformed about
the takeover on December 9, after bein
been in telephone contact with the pa
ish priest, father Tulio Mario Velazquez,
who confirmed the siege. “According tg
the priest, the Police has not permittefl
them to enter the town. The Mayor ref
guested reinforcements from the state
government of Antioquia. The Fourth
Brigade sent helicopters with artillery,
but, following some skirmishes and some
shots, they were unable to land due fo
bad weather.”®

On February 14 1998, in an isolate]:
incident, the police announced that, i
the town of Frontino, Antioquia, it had
killed the individual who was the alleged
coordinator of the takeover of Peque,
when he turned on police who attemptef
to search him. He was said to be namgd
Edwin Alvarez Cano, nicknamed
“Pelusa” and one of the paramilitary
leaders of the ACCU. According to po-
lice, at the time of his death “the indi-
vidual was carrying a list on which ap-
peared the names of former mayorg,
councilmen, community leaders and poli
ticians of the west of Antioquia.” 36

The Colombia Support Network hag
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Paramilitary Massacres Wipe Out
Families Near Pavarando

Details of violence that left at least 45 people dead in Uraba (north) on
weekend of December 17 remain somewhat unclear. FARC'’s 57th Fron
ported in a communique that the people died in a paramilitary attack and i
subsequent rebel response on Dec. 17 and 20 near the rural zone of Pav3
on the border of Antioquia and Choco departments in the jurisdictiorn
Mutata, Antioquia. FARC said that members of rightwing paramilitary “sq
defense” groups, with the complicity of the army, murdered 16 campesing
the Canoclaro, Remacho, Llanorrico and Urada estates. Then the param
groups burned the Buenavista farm where they were ambushed by a cd
of the FARC's 57th Front, killing 28 paramilitary members and one rebel
commission of the Attorney General's office traveled on December 23
Pavarando in an effort to verify the reports of the massacre. Since the vi
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weekend, 670 people have arrived in the town of Pavarando fleeing pargmili-

tary violence in the surrounding area in Choco department; they join 3
other displaced campesinos who have been in Pavarando for nine mon
—EI Colombiano12/24/97 & 12/28/97

At least 40 people were killed in three days of violence in the Colomk

town of Riosucio, near the Panamanian border, over the weekend of Deg¢.

Jaime Velasquez, an operator of the state-run telecommunications con
Telecom, told the private radio network Radionet that entire families w
massacred by rightwing paramilitary groups. Velasquez said he has rel
information that dozens of bodies are still at the scene several days aftq
massacre. The Center for Research and Popular Education (CINEP) ref
that 40 campesinos were murdered by paramilitary groups. “The paramil
groups are targeting the civilian population,” said CINEP director and pr
Gabiriel Izquierdo. The bishop of Apartado, Tulio Duque, also reported
several families were attacked.

Jaime Cadavid, an official of the presidential council for the displaced
Antioquia department, told Radionet that his office confirmed 13 deaths.
massacres took place at farms near a camp of people displaced from the
munity of Pavarando; their return to Pavarando, scheduled for Dec. 20
been postponed. Army sources reported that clashes broke out in the
between combatants of the FARC and the rightwing paramilitary ACCU,
said that a number of combatants on both sides were killed.

—EI Diario-La Prensal2/21/97 from EFEEI Colombianol2/20/97;
La Republical2/21/97 from AFP viaVNU #412

Follow-up

The national Attorney General’s office confirmed on Jan. 23 that at I¢
16 people were killed and another 11 left missing in massacres that took
last December near Pavarando, in Uraba on the border of Antioquia and Q
departments. The army’s 17th Brigade in Uraba had claimed that the m
cres never happened, and accused local campesinos and the Center f
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search and Popular Education—a respected human rights organization—of

inventing the story in a campaign to discredit the armed forces. The Atto
General’s office is continuing to investigate the massacres.
—EI Colombiano(Medellin) 1/24/98]
—WNU #417

ney
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also documented further paramilitary
actions in the rural zone of Urrao (which
left five dead), in the hamlet of La Hor-|
gueta, Tocaima, Cundinamarca (whicl
left 13 dead), in the vicinity of Pavarando
Choco (32 dead, 800 displaced), in
Putumayo (40 dead, at least 200 dig
placed), and in La Ceja, Antioquia (7
dead, 60 displacedm

For more information, contact the
Colombia Support Network National Of-
fice, P.O. Box 1505, Madison, WI 53701
csn@igc.apc.org
FOOTNOTES:

@) B Teno. Bopd Dec 1097. Paarmbis
amke ta swegpd Paarb

@ H Teno. Bgia Nov 13 Paariais hae
e ae d Latp

(3 16d

@ H Tenpo. Bogod Nov. 11087. Ay ©
eodt  te sbet o H Aa

® H Ghmtao . Medh  Nov 1497, The hor
Eoa Fe dasdhd n B Ao Bylo

Paramilitaries assassinate 14 people in
Antioguia and Cesar

At least 14 people were assassinated in February by paramilitaries
invaded three localities of the departments of Antioquia and Cesar, pqlice
sources reported. Six of the victims were assassinated by the United Self-
defense of Colombia in the municipality of La Ceja, Antioquia, while other
eight suffered a similar fate in two settlements in Cesar.

At dawn on February 24, a group of heavily armed and hooded men
peared in La Loma. They removed several inhabitants —whose names were
on a list— from their houses, and after they had tied the victims to posts, they
shot them. La Loma farmers fled the paramilitaries, trekked to the hamlet of La
Ceja and requested protection. The farmers gave accounts of six victims|who
had been killed, the majority women, but they indicated that they could more
because the shootings continued even after they had fled from that locgtion.

In the other incidents, in the municipality of Gamarra in Caesar, ACCU
assassinated a woman whom, as in the previous case, they had forc¢fully
removed from her house; following the same procedure, they killed another
other seven people in the settlement of CodazZRadio Cadena Nacional

who
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‘Emerald King" Arrested

The Associate Press reported that Colombia’s top emerald entreprgneur
has been arrested for allegedly sponsoring paramilitary death squads. \ictor
Carranza, known as the “Emerald King,” was captured in Bogota. An arrest
warrant for the 56-year-old was issued in December after an anonymougq wit-
ness provided evidence that Carranza was behind massacres of alleged guer-
rilla sympathizers. Hundreds of people have been slain in the past year by
landowner-backed paramilitary units in regions considered guerrilla strgng-
holds. Carranza is a millionaire cattlemen with vast landholdings. More than
a decade ago, Carranza drove leftist rebels out of the mountainous central
region where 60 percent of the world’s emeralds are extracted. After defegting
the guerrillas, Carranza battled Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha of the Medellin drug
cartel over control of the emerald belt, 60 miles north of Bogota. Carranzalwas
arrested the following year for forming paramilitary death squads but yas
freed by authorities*. He then consolidated political control to include miich
of the vast southeastern plains. (See also “Colombia’s Blowback”, page [14.)

* The case could not have been stronger. Testimony was given by fofmer
paramilitaries who worked under Carranza, naming mass graves|on
Carranza’s ranches, and explaining the open relationship between Carrgnza
and the armed forces, police, and DAS. One testified that Carranza ngver
paid a traditional salary but would hand out large sums of cash when|he
visited his various ranches. When there was an important assassinatiof, he
would give a bonus by taking them to the Quipama emerald mine. Key|wit-
nesses confessed to a series of crimes and told where common graveg were
located. Raids were conducted at various private ranches which discqved
bodies, military issue weapons, as well as military communications eqi
ment. The investigation also uncovered the disappearance or murder

Peqe others including elected officials and candidates from the Patriotic Unipn,
(3) Id activists, and trade unionists. Upon hearing such testimonies, the judge in
E?;:gg charge of the case ruled they “did not deserve merit because such testinony
(3 Itid is typical of a pathological liar,” and absolved all 40 suspects, including
(® H Tero. Bayh Dec 97, Paarkis Carranza. The judge was later promoted, while, 19 of the 30 books contain-
%mg oo, b 14 it ing the record of the investigation mysteriously disappeared. —C.B. Editor
o ACOpaamiais s doan
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International Forces

points out that “since 1989, Colombia ha3 his region is Colombia’s main coca-
been the number one recipient of US segrowing area and a traditional strong-
n January 8 of this year, Asso-curity assistance in the Western Hemihold of its largest leftist guerrilla group,
iated Press cited US Embassgphere.” FARC.
fficials—speaking on condi- The latest charges focus on the
tion of anonymity—saying that army’s role in allowing rightwing para- MassacreinMapiripan
the U.S. government is withholding $10military groups to fly into southern Co-  On July 12, 1997, some 120 paramili-
million in “non-lethal” US military aid to lombia to commit massacres. Last Mayary fighters landed in two chartered
Colombia already approved by the UShe paramilitary groups formed a naplanes at a military-controlled airport in
Congress, pending full details from Cotional front and began to move into theSan José de Guaviare, according to judi-
lombia about collusion between the armgoutheastern region, where the militargial investigators and civil aviation offi-

and paramilitary death squads. Whildad taken over major towns and airstripsials. Assault rifles and machine guns
the Colombian police and judiciary haven 1996 as part of an anti-drug strategywere boxed as cargo. No one recorded

by WNU

received more than $1 billion over th

past decade in U.S. aid—designated for . .
anti-drug efforts—some direct aid to th Pallamalllan lealIEI‘: IIS Slllllllll‘tlnu
military has been held up over huma . = =

rights accusations. Colombian Paramilitaries

According to AP, Washington be- The British weeklyThe Economissuggests that—with the intention o
gan to reconsider military aid last yeaf having Panama request that it not withdraw its troops at the end of 19994-the
because of the growing strength of U.S. may supporting Colombian paramilitaries who are battling the FAR{ on
Colombia’s leftist guerrillas, who are saiq Panamanian territory. A member of the Panamanian president’s Revolutignary
to control 40% of the countryside. To b¢ Democratic Party, Miguel Bush, stated that the U.S. pays, trains and éven
legally eligible for the aid, Colombia| directs operations of Colombian
signed an August 1 Memorandum of paramilitaries to pressure Panama to
Understanding (MOU) on “end use moni{ accept the continued presence of
toring” in which it promised to provide a| troops from Washington in this Cen-
list of all military units accused of rights| tral American country.
violations; detail the alleged abuses; and Meanwhile Inside the Pentagon
verify that the cases are being invest{- says that 2,000 U.S. military person-
gated. The navy and air force have dg- nel, most of them Air Force techni-
livered their lists, but the army’s is still| cal staff, will be stationed at the
pending, US officials said. The “non-le{ Multi-national Anti-Drug Center
thal” aid that has been held up includes (MAC). The bulletin suggests that intelligence flights and other operatipns
night vision goggles and flak jackets. will take off there.

Aid to the police continues, as do Other sources suggest that the Jungle School in Fort Sherman will [also
subsidized military sales. Between diredt stay on, and that between 700 and 1,000 further military personnel wil| be
aid, regional aid, and defense draw stationed there, supposedly “in training”. It is also rumored that the Pepta-
downs—all subject to different regula{ gon has little enthusiasm for the MAC, because it does not want to beaf the
tions—the figures on total U.S. aid tg cost and because it is not keen to take on an anti-drugs role.

Colombia are unclear. “I doubt anybody The extent to which the U.S. military should become involved in the war
really knows how many different pro-| against drugs was the subject of recent disagreement between Gen. Barry
grams result in the transfer of military] McCaffery, the “drug czar”, and William Cohen, the Secretary of Defenge.
equipment and assistance to Colombiaf” Apparently, an indication of this disagreement is that currently within the
says Carlos Salinas, Latin America pro- administration it is McCaffery who is pressing the hardest for the setting up
gram officer for Amnesty International| of the MAC. Either way, it seems the future U.S. presence in Panama is mpre a
in Washington. In a Dec. 29, 1997 lettey “down-sizing” that a pull-out.

sent to theWashington PostSalinas
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their 2:30 pm arrival in the airport’s logup alive with cleavers and several peoplparamilitaries were taken directly to a
book, reported it as suspicious or prewho tried to pull relatives’ bodies fromjoint military and police base in Mira-
vented the paramilitaries from setting outhe river were themselves killed andlores when they arrived. After leaving
by speetioat for the town of Mapiri- tossed in, said a representative of thiéhe base on the morning of Oct. 18, the
pan, in Meta depément, where they government human rights office who inparamilitaries strolled down the block
tortured and killed some 30 alleged guetterviewed witnesses. The official said alland killed four people on a central street
rilla sympathizers over a five-day periodthe witnesses were too terrified of reof Miraflores—in broad daylight and in
The army denies any knowledge of th@risal to make formal complaints. plain sight of the military and police base,
flight, as do the anti-narcotics police. 100 yards away.
Next to the airstrip is the police barrackSheMirafloresMurders In a letter to the United Nations (UN)
that houses a team of US advisers and A second paramilitary killing spree, human rights representative in Colom-
pilots who are part of Colombia’s drugthis time in the southern garrison towrbia, Alimudena Mazarrasa, five Miraflores
fumigation program. of Miraflores, Guaviare department, beresidents said that the killers identified
Mapiripan’s municipal judge, Ivan gan on Oct. 18—the day before Barrthemselves as paramilitary fighters and
Cortés Novoa, told a Colombian reporteMcCaffrey, head of the White Housecarried a list of the victims they were
that he made eight frantic telephone call®ffice of Drug Control Policy, arrived in seeking. The paramilitaries moved freely
to an army battalion commander 40 mile€olombia to show support for the mili-about the town, communicating with
away in San José del Guaviare, pleadintgry and police, and to campaign for inwalkie-talkies, over a three-day period.
for help. But the regional commandercreased US military support to combafs this was going on, “the police, army
Gen. Jaime Umberto Uscategui, refusethe growing influence of the so-calledand navy did not make an appearance,”
to send soldiers to stop the killings. “Ev-‘narco-guerrillas”. the residents wrote in the letter. (The
ery night at dusk, they killed five or six Control of Miraflores has been con-Colombian navy has a small river patrol
defenseless people, civilians cruelly andidered crucial to the government’s efeontingent in Miraflores.)
monstrously massacred, first tortured,forts to halt the cocaine trade, anti-nar- The paramilitaries remained in Mira-
Cortés wrote in a letter faxed on July 2totics police officials say. The US gov-flores for two days, living in a motel ad-
to his superior in the regional capital oernment routinely dispatches anti-narjacent to the army and police base. Just
Villavicencio. Cortés, later forced bycotics advisers there. before leaving on October 20, they killed
death threats to flee the country, said The Miraflores case has attractedwo more local residents, according to a
that he witnessed 26 murders and thapecial attention because anti-narcotidermal complaint filed by then-mayor
most of the bodies were thrown into thepolice were present at the time of thdosé Icardo Pérez Castillo. On October
Guaviare River. Some victims were cutnurders. Local residents say that th@0, Colombian soldiers called from a
public phone for a private plane to col-
lect the “paras,” said Héctor Guaviata, a
jeep driver who witnessed the arrival of
six paramilitary fighters in Miraflores.

U.S. Marines Beat Up Woman

Four U.S. Marines stationed at the embassy in Bogota, have been cha
with beating a Colombian woman at the embassy who refused to have
with them. The incident took place on December 28. The charges were file
Johana Villalba, a 25-year old single mother who works as a waitress
Bogota bar.

Villalba says that the four U.S. Marines came to the bar where she wo
and invited her to a party. She agreed and got into the car with them. Ing
they took her to the garage of the U.S. embassy, she says, where one of
said he wanted to have sex with her. She initially refused, but after the so
continued to pressure her, she finally said she would have sex with him
paid her $50. The Marines then beat her. When she managed to escay
room, the other three Marines chased her and beat her. She escap¢g
embassy grounds and was picked up by the Colombian police and taken
clinic, where it was confirmed that she had been badly beaten.

Villalba said that the next day she returned to the embassy to den
compensation, because her injuries would keep her from work for at leag
days. An official whose name she can’'t remember offered her $150 in
change for not filing a lawsuit. The U.S. embassy acknowledged that an
cident” took place but declined further comment.

—<Clarin (Buenos Aires) 1/21/98 frolAFP, WNU #418

irged Local residents also charged that
sesoldiers escorted two of the paramilitar-
i bigs to the small plane that picked them
n &p at Miraflores’ landing strip. [AP 1/8/
98] Several days later the paramilitaries
keteturned, attempted to extort money from
teagveral shop owners, and then departed.
them Access to Miraflores is primarily by
diegir, and the anti-narcotics police register
f heveryone who steps off a plane. Army
e &y police officers in Miraflores say that
d ihavould be impossible for anyone to
toeqter the town without the knowledge
of the military. However, both the police
anand the army in Miraflores denied knowl-
t 16dge of a paramilitary attack. [CSM 1/
ex16/98] Lt. William Donato, base com-
“infmander of the anti-narcotics police, said
he was not present during the attack,
which he dismissed as a “psychological

operation” by the guerrillas to intimidate
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local residents. He said the police do nd
normally patrol the town or investigate Army.... You're fully welcome to refer to
killings, because of the heavy preseng Idoubtanybodyrealy this as the HRW "Seal of Approval’ for
of guerrillas. However, he confirmed tha knows how many police aid, if you wish. Hang onto it—it
“no airplane arrives without its passen different programs doesn’t come often!” The memo was in-
gers being registered and their belon(EET>T SN I 1 -0 (- 1< - SN i cluded in the Congressional Record of
ings searched by the poIiC(_e." N militaryequipmentand July .30, 1997, as pa}rt of a discugsion on
After the allegations against the mili . . foreign appropriations.According to
tary were widely publicized, armed forceg assisiancetoColombia. Kirk, the Miraflores case marks the first
commander Gen. M_anuel JOS(_é Bone CarlosSalinas tim_e in years that Colombia’g anti—r?ar—
transferred Uscategui, the battalion co cotics police have been implicated in a
mander, and his division commande major human rights case.
Gen. Agustin Ardila, to desk jobs. Ardila In fact, police agents have been
then resigned. Four top officers in mili-minutes before the attacks began “pointénked to the murder of civilians in anti-
tary intelligence were denied promotionsto direct contact between the paramilidrug operations since at least 1992. In
forcing them to retire. taries and the anti-narcotics police,” saiegarly February, two former agents of the
In a December 29 interview with AP,Kirk. “We regard this as very disturb-National Police were arrested in Medellin
Bonett said the men were relieved of duting.” by the Attorney General’s office after the
in connection with the massacres, but Kirk has reason to be troubled byoffice’s Human Rights Unit accused them
he refused to discuss details of the casthe charges, which emerged less than sof participating in a 1992 massacre in
Bonett denied that military units suppormonths after she gave HRW/A's “SeaMedellin’s Villatina neighborhood. The
or ignore paramilitary operations. “I've of Approval” to U.S. military aid to massacre was one of many that took
publicly declared them enemy No. 1,"Colombia’s anti-narcotics police. On Julyplace inMedellin and its neighboring
Bonett said of the paramilitaries. At thel6, 1997, Kirk sent a memo to Johmunicipalties between 1989 and 1993,
time Bonett made this statement, not ondackey, an aide to Rep. Benjamin Gilmaras police carried out a fierce pursuit of
of 180 leading paramilitary figures for(R-NY). The memo, which accompaniednembers of the so-called Medellin drug
whom arrest warrants have been issued statement in Spanish from HRW/Acartel. B
had been captured, noted AP. [AP 1/8kads: “Dear John: This is a statemerources: AP 1/8/98Christian Science
98] Nor have any military officers beenwe made today in Colombia regardingvionitor 1/16/98, Fax of letter to WP, AP
prosecuted in connection with the MaU.S. military aid to fight drugs. In it, we 1/8/98, CSM 1/16/98Dallas Morning
piripan or Miraflores massacres, despitstate very clearly that we are not opposNews1/10/98, DMN 1/10/98, CSM 1/16/
direct pressure from the Clinton admining aid to the Anti-Narcotics Police be-98; DMN 1/10/9, CSM 1/16/98, Congres-
istration [DMN 1/10/98; CSM 1/16/98], cause of their good human rights recordsional Record 7/30/97 (House)
and despite Bonett’s admission in a re-
cent interview that informal collaboration

but continue to oppose aid to the

between soldiers and paramilitaries maly i H

take place in “some isolated cases/| nenels Iﬂl‘ﬂﬂt Amerma“ AIIVISEI‘S

[CSM 1/16/98] According to Reuters, a rebel commander who recently handed the|Co-
lombian army its worst defeat in over 30 years has warned that he will b¢gin

Policelnvolvement targeting U.S. military advisers, accusing them of heading covert counter-

“Disturbing” insurgency operations. FARC chief Fabian Ramirez said his fighters werg in

“At this point in time | don’t think “combative mood” after their recent victory and are ready to strike at thpu-
the US can safely fund the Colombiap sands of army reinforcements being airlifted into Caqueta province.
military,” Human Rights Watch/Ameri- Two weeks ago, 300 FARC guerrillas attacked the army’s crack Third

cas (HRW/A) research associate Robin Mobile Brigade—a cornerstone of the military’s anti-guerrilla strategy—xkifl-
Kirk told the Christian Science Moni- | ing 83 soldiers and capturing 43 others. “The claim that the United Statgs is
tor. “This is not the case of rogue offic/ combating drugs in Colombia is a sophism. All the military and economic faid

ers out of control,” said Kirk. “It's a prac- it is giving to the army is to fight the guerrillas,” Ramirez said.
tice that, at the very least, is tolerated gt “Most [Colombian army] battalions have U.S. advisers so it is clear that
the highest levels.” She described the Colombian rage will explode at any moment and the objective will be to defeat
apparent involvement of anti-narcoticg the Americans.” Last year, the line between the anti-drug and anti-guerfilla
police in the incident as particularly] wars became blurred when White House drug czar Gen. Barry McCagrey
troublesome because of their normally authorized the use of U.S. aid to combat what he dubbed “15,000 ndrco-
strict compliance with international hu-| guerrillas.” FARC has always denied any links with drug cartels.

man rights conventions. The killers’ —The Independer(London)
presence at a police checkpoint onl
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COLOMBIA'S BLOWBACK

Formerly CIA-backed Paramilitaries
are Major Drug Traffickers Now

by Frank Smyth a terrorist campaign against the state.

These same paramilitaries, based in the
e CIA has long backed anti- The_U'S'WaS Middle Magdalena valley, were behind
communist allies who, either Iooklngforaway a wave of violent crimes, including the

during their relationship with totrytohelp But 1989 bombing of Avianca flight HK-1803,
the agency or later, ran drugs . , e which killed 111 passengers. Investiga-
This comes as no surprise. As early rfyou renotgomg tors concluded that the bomb was deto-

1960, U.S. military manuals encourage@ilRie]e/s1e0 1867 1r-18]k nated by an altimeter, and that the per-

intelligence operatives to ally them- B/UJTSGNES] petrators had been trained in such tech-
selves with “smugglers” and “black mar d niques by Israeli, British and other mer-
ket operators” to defeat communist in youhavetoﬁnd cenaries led by an Israeli Reserve Army

surgents, as reported by Michae somethingtodo. Lieutenant Colonel, Yair Klein. (See
McClintock in his seminal bookastru- “Former Israelis Charged,” page 16. The
ments of Statecrafin fact, the CIA did Colombian military had helped protect
just that. Take Southeast Asia. Later in this training, to the point of even being
that same decade the agency allied itsedth elite CIA counter-drug team com-in radio contact with the paramilitaries’
with, among others, the Hmong in Laosmanded by, progressively enough, #&aining base, while Escobar had paid the
who, according to historian Alfred W.woman, and staffed mainly by youngmercenaries’ fees.
McCoy in his bookThe Politics of competent technocrats, has been instru- The CIA, however, ignored these
Heroin: The CIA Complicity in the Glo- mental in apprehending all top seveffacts when it decided two years later to
bal Drug Trade were trafficking opium. leaders of Colombia’s Cali cartel. Buthelp renew —in secret— the alliance be-
Or Afghanistan. There in the 1980s théack in 1991, another CIA team played &ween the Colombian military and para-
CIA backed the Mujahedeen against thdifferent role. More interested in sup-military groups. By then, even though
Soviet Union. In the 1990s, according tgorting Colombia’s dirty counter-insur-the cold war was over and Eastern bloc
Tim Weiner ofThe New York Timeshe gency than its counter-drug efforts, thisid had long since dried up, Colombia’s
same Mujahedeen have controlled up team helped forge and finance a secrégftist insurgents were still relatively
one third of the opium (used to makenti-communist alliance between the Costrong. And many trade union, student
heroin) reaching the United States.  lombian military and illegal paramilitary and peasant groups, among others, pro-
Colombia is an even better examplgroups, many of whom are running drugsided them with political and sometimes
today. today. even logistical forms of support. CIA of-
In addition to suffering from rampant ~ Why was this alliance made secretficers knew that paramilitaries —civil-
common crime, Colombia is a countryColombia had outlawed all such paramilitans usually led by retired military offic-
crippled by two ongoing, political cam-tary groups two years before in 1989ers—could provide the Colombian mili-
paigns. One is a three-decade war pitctWhy did Colombia do that? A Colom-tary with plausible deniability for assas-
ing the ClA-backed Colombian military bian government investigation hadsinations of suspected leftists and simi-
and allied rightist paramilitaries againstfound that these same paramilitaries hddr crimes. “A vast network of armed ci-
formerly pro-Moscow and pro-Havanabeen taken over by the Medellin drugilians began to replace, at least in part,
leftist guerrilla groups. The other cam-artel led by the late Pablo Escobar. Asoldiers and policemen who could be
paign is the drug war, where the battléhe time, Escobar and his associatesasily identified,” writes Javier Giraldo,
lines are far less clear. Elements of allvere fiercely resisting U.S.-backed presa Jesuit priest and founder of Colombia’s
these sides are involved in Colombia’'sure for Colombia to pass extradition laws$nter-Congregational Commission for
drug trade, which includes the processntended to make them stand trial in thdustice and Peace. “They also started to
ing of about 80 percent of the world'sUnited States on trafficking charges. Semploy methods that had been carefully
cocaine, the base substance of crack.they took control of Colombia’s stron-designed to ensure secrecy and gener-
The CIA is no exception. Since 1995gest paramilitaries, using them to wagate confusion.”
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But neither the CIA nor any otheraged Colombia to reorganize its entirgported this intelligence reorganization as
U.S. agency admitted that it was stilimilitary intelligence system. In May part of their drug war efforts, the same
backing Colombia’s counter-insurgencyl991, Colombia formed 41 new intelli-Colombian order quoted above instructs
campaign. Instead U.S. officials claimgence networks nationwide “based othese new intelligence networks to fight
that all U.S. support to Colombia, sincghe recommendations made by the cononly “the armed subversion” or leftist
1989, has been designed to further thmission of U.S. military advisors,” ac-guerrillas.
drug war. “There was a very big debateording to the original Colombian order  Indeed most of Colombia’s leftist
going on [about how to best allocatejvhich established them. Later, fourguerrillas, especially among the for-
money for counter-narcotics operationsormer Colombian operatives from onemerly-pro Moscow FARC, are also in-
in Colombia,” said retired U.S. Army network in central Colombia’s volved with drugs. But a U.S. inter-
Colonel James S. Roach, Jr., who waelagdalena valley testified that it incor-agency study recently ordered by the
then the top U.S. military attaché inporated illegal paramilitary groups, pay-Clinton administration’s former ambas-
Bogota as well as the Pentagon’s rankng them to both gather intelligence andgador in Bogota, Myles Frechette, found
ing Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)assassinate suspected leftists. Thoudhe guerrillas’ role to be limited to mostly
liaison there. “The U.S. was looking forU.S. officials still maintain that they sup-protecting drug crops, and, to a lesser
a way to try to help. But if you're not : degree, processing operations. Mean-
going to be combatants [yourselves], while, rightist paramilitaries allied with
you have to find something to do.” the military protect far more drug labora-

Do, they did. First an inter-agency tories and internal transit routes, accord-
team including representatives of the U.S. ing to both U.S. intelligence and Colom-
embassy’s Military Advisory Group in bian law enforcement authorities. In fact,
Bogot4a, the U.S. Southern Command in according to one Colombian law enforce-
Panama, the DIA in Washington and the ment report, drug trafficking today is—
CIA in Langley made recommendations ~again—the paramilitaries’ “central axis”
to completely overhaul Colombia’s mili- . of funding.
tary intelligence networks. Then the CIA ' Similarly, according to another report
independently provided funds to incor- from a different law enforcement entity,
porate paramilitary forces into them. It this one about the Magdalena valley in
didn’'t matter that these paramilitary " 1995 by top detectives from Colombia’s
forces were illegal in Colombia at the Judicial and Investigative Police, the mili-
time. Nor did it matter that they had been tary and paramilitaries there are allied

outlawed explicitly over the growing in- J," “not only for the anti-subversive
fluence of the late Pablo Escobar and ! a { struggle, but also to profit and open the
his Medellin drug cartel in directing them. f‘ | ! way for drug traffickers.” One paramili-
In addition to drug trafficking, E | tary suspect it names is “the well-known
Colombia’s nefarious paramilitaries had i r narco-trafficker Victor Carranza.” (See

“Emerald King,” page 10.) A contempo-
rary of Medellin's Escobar, Carranza first
established himself by rising to the top
of Colombia’s lucrative emerald trade

already been implicated in widespread
human rights abuses. This led the De-
fense Department, for one, to discour-}
age the Colombian military from incor- — g%
porating them into these new intelligen
networks. “The intent was not to be as
sociated with paramilitaries,” said Colo-
nel Roach, who was also in regular co
tact with CIA officers in Bogota. He says
they had another approach. “The ClI
set up the clandestine nets on their owh.
They had a lot of money. It was kind of
like Santa Claus had arrived.” CIA
spokesman Mark Mansfield declined tdg
comment.

News of these clandestine intelli-
gence networks was first brought to ligh
by Human Rights Watch, in Novembell
1996 released U.S. and Colombian mili
tary documents, as well as oral testimony,
to show that both the Defense Depart
ment and the CIA, in late 1990, encou

CIA Absolves Itself in
Gontra-Grack Scandal

After a one-month delay, Inspector General Frederick Hitz of the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency released a report on January 29 denying any link
between the agency and cocaine running by supporters of the Nicargguan
contras in the 1980s. Former U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency agent Michael
Levine notes that the report was released while the media were devoting|most
coverage to a White House sex scandal. Although CIA head George Jenet
said Hitz “left no stone unturned,” the CIA investigators had no authority to
compel testimony from leading contra operation figures like Duane “Dewgy”
Clarridge, who simply refused to cooperate.

—([Washington Postintitled opinion piece 1/30/98] WNU #414
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among the Bo-yacad mountains, and b
wiping out a large guerrilla front there a
the same time. Soon Carranza also b
came a major landowner, buying large
swaths of it in the eastern plains of Metg
a province chok-ed with drug crops a
well as laboratories. Today Colombial
police identify Carranza as both a multi
ton level drug trafficker, and one of thg
key leaders of Colombia’s many illegal
paramilitary groups like, in Meta, the in-|
famous “Black Snake.” Human rights
groups have accused Carranza of eng
neering assassinations as well as ma
sacres.

There is no evidence that Carranz
has ever been either a CIA asset or i
formant. But his anti-communist creden-

Colombiaformed
inteligence networks
basedonrecom-
mendations made by
U.S.advisors. At
leastoneinvolved

lgd  paamiay
groups, payingthem
o gather inteligence
and assasshae
suspeced Hiss,

cated Carranza in circumstances involv-
ing over 40 corpses which had been ex-
humed—six years before—on one of
Carranza’s Meta ranches. “Scratch” de-
clined to be interviewed in Modelo
prison in Bogota. Carranza, who avoids
publicity, was also unavailable for com-
ment.

In recent years, Carranza has been
expanding his operations in central Co-
lombia throughout the Magdalena val-
ley. The above police report notes:
“Carranza is planning to acquire Haci-
enda Bella Cruz [there] to use as a base
for his activities, [and] bring in 200 para-
military operatives from Meta.” Wit-
nesses say that it is now teeming with
armed men, who have displaced hun-

tials are unquestionable. And he runster, “Don Victor”, as he is respectfullydreds of local peasants. In total, Carranza
frequently in military crowds. Military called by his men, still frequents theand other drug suspects have bought
eyewitnesses say that military officeremerald mines and likes to be the firsabout 45,000 acres of land throughout
in Villavicencio, Meta have even met himto pick out the largest stones from théhe Magdalena valley, according to

inside the Los Llanos hotel there whichbest veins uncovered. Yet, Carranza relamie Prieto Amaya, the Catholic bishop
he owns. U.S. officials too know a lotmains untouchable, even though one dhere, quoted in the Bogota news-weekly
about him. “Carranza comes up conhis purported lieutenants, ArnulfoCambio 16

stantly in intelligence reporting,” oneCastillo Agudelo, also known as

Still another suspect is Henry Loaiza,

such expert says. An old-fashioned gandgScratch”, was arrested in 1995 impli-also known as “The Scorpion”. Demon-

Former Israeli

Officers

Charged With Aiding Paramilitaries

According to judicial sources, a  According to the charges, thecompatriots had been contracted
human rights public prosecutor hagoreign former-officers were con-along with the Israelis by Rodriguez
decided to charge four former offic-tracted towards 1988 by the narcotGacha to aid the “Movement Death
ers of the Israeli Army on counts ofics trafficker Jose Gonzalo Rodriguezo Kidnappers” (MAS), an extreme
“instruction and training of paramili- Gacha, “El Mexicano”, who died in De-right-wing organization.
tary terrorists.” cember 1990 during a police raid. According to the Colombian au-

The measure, adopted after con- In 1989, the Administrative De- thorities of that time, the Israeli and
cluding the fact-finding stage of apartment of Security sent to tens oBritish mercenaries were contracted
case that investigates the actions afountries of the world a request ofto organize “death squads” and to as-
paramilitary groups financed druginterdiction against Klein, who wassassinate to the leaders of the FARC
traffickers, also affects Luis Alfredo being accused of being a mercenarggainst whom Rodriguez Gacha had
Rubio Rojas, the former mayor of then the service of “El Mexicano.” declared a “war without mercy.”
town of Puerto Boyacd, in the center In August of that year, a televi- The leaders of MAS “were rich
of the country. sion program exposed aspects of theeople of Puerto Boyaca”, whose

The former Israeli officers were activities of Klein and other merce-mayor of then, Luis Alfredo Rubio
identified as Yair Klein, Terry Malynk, naries in a training-camp for paramili-Rojas, also was touched by the accus-
Izedalka Abraham and Ishak Shosnyaries in Magdalena Medio, in thesation.

Merariot. A sixth person identified asheart of Colombia. (See related story, The case against the Israelis will
Carlos Arturo Alvarez, alias “Tram- above.) continue and it will be possible to be
pas”, was also charged in the same The following month, a British judged in absentia, said the judicial
case. mercenary confessed that he and 1dource. —Radio Cadena Nacional
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strating the importance of paramilitariesacres in the Magdalena valley. Todafall by Amnesty International the Neth-
to the overall drug trade, he was one dhis same central Colombian valleygrlands. It was also published last fall
the top seven Cali cartel suspects awhich runs almost 400 miles north toin Spanish by Transnational Institute
rested with CIA help since 1995. Likeward Caribbean ports, is a major corri{Amsterdam) jointly with Accién Andina
Carranza, “The Scorpion” is also impli-dor for both processed drugs and presf the Centro de Documen-tacién e
cated in several specific civilian massaeursor chemicals. Informacion (based in Cocha-bomba,
cres of suspected leftists carried out The CIA helped enable Colombia’'sBolivia) as a chapter, “La Mano Blanca
jointly by military and paramilitary military and paramilitaries to collaborateen Colombia,” inCrimen Uniformado:
forces, including the 1989 Trujillo mas-in the dark —more than a year after thentre la corrupcion y la impunidati9o97.
sacres (involving chainsaws) near CaliBerlin Wall fell. By so doing, the CIA
Other drug suspects identified by thdias facilitated crimes involving both hu- Frank Smyth, a free-lance journalist,
Colombian police include military offic- man rights and drug trafficking. Such be- has written about drug trafficking in
ers like Major Jorge Alberto Lazaro, ahavior was reprehensible during the coldThe Village Voice, The New Republic,
former Army commander also accusedvar. It's completely indefensible nom The Washington Postnd The

of ordering paramilitaries to commit masNOTE: This article was published last Wall Street Journal

US. Renews Military Aid to Colombia

The U.S. has stepped up its mili-The article also notes that “leaders of According to thePost an Au-
tary aid to Colombia, th&/ashington the army-backed paramilitary groupsggust 1 memorandum of understand-
Postreported Dec. 27. An agreemenhave been implicated in large-scaléng between Colombia and the U.S.
worked out over the summer will al-drug trafficking, but have not beenspecifies that only Colombian army
low U.S. aid totalling about $37 mil- singled out as targets of the anti-druginits vetted by the U.S. can use U.S.

lion in fiscal year 1998 to be used
by the Colombian military for

counter-insurgency activities as
part of a larger program against drug
trafficking. The aid mainly consists
of spare parts, communications
equipment, ammunition and mainte-
nance for helicopters, boats antc
other vehicles.

The aid is supposed to be use:
only in a geographic area definec
as “the box,” whose exact bound-
aries are classified but which cov-
ers roughly the southern half of Co-

equipment in the designated area.
The U.S. can monitor use of the
aid, and the Colombians must cer-
tify every six months that any sus-
pected human rights violations are
being investigated and pros-
ecuted.

Colombian ambassador to
the U.S. Juan Carlos Esguerra re-
sponded to th@ostarticle on the
same day it appeared, telling the
press that U.S. military aid will only
be used against those drug traf-
fickers who are linked to the guer-

lombia. The U.S. and Colombian gov-efforts in the same way that the guerrillas, and emphasizing that the aid
ernments claim that “the box” is vir-rillas have.” will not be used exclusively against
tually free of paramilitary influence, Eduardo Gamarra, a political sci-rebel groups. Esguerra indicated that|
but human rights groups say there isnce professor and narcotics expedn December 29 he will request that
strong evidence that paramilitary or-at Florida International University, the Postprint a correction to the ar-
ganizations were behind several retold the Post “There is strong evi- ticle, because it contained what he
cent massacres of civilians in southdence that both [paramilitaries andconsidered to be inaccuracies, includ-
ern Colombia, théostreports. guerrillas] are involved in drug traf- ing that the military aid accord was
And while the Colombian army ficking. But the U.S. determination onsigned in secret and that half of Co-
continues to officially deny any in- the guerrillas is that if some are in{ombia is under rebel control. Accord-
volvement with paramilitary groups,volved, then all are involved. With theing to Esguerra, information about
the Postrefers casually to humanparamilitaries, the determination isthe accord was given to the press of
rights violations committed by “the that if some are involved, not all areboth countries when the accord was
Colombian army and the rightwinginvolved. It is a perverse assumpsigned last June. [Notimex 12/27/97]
paramilitary groups it sponsors..."tion.” —WNU #413
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o PEME
s Tme b nemaionaize
the Peace Process

by Marc Chernick For 15 years, government negotiapolitical conditions of the country. To-
tors have attempted to reach a negotday, however, denial amounts to less
he guerrilla war in Colombia is ated settlement to the decades-long ihan a finger blocking out the sun.
more widespread and more viosurgency. Although there have been The figures on violence alarm and
lent than at any point in the lastsome successes with certain groups-everwhelm. In 1996, there were 26,664
30 years. Today the conflict ismost notably with the April 19th Move- murders in Colombia, according to the
no longer fought principally betweenment, M-19—the principal guerrilla move-National Police. Such figures place Co-
guerrillas and the Armed Forces. Thenents, the Fuerzas Armadas Revoluembia among the most violent places on
most striking transformation of political cionarias de Colombia (FARC) and thesarth, with a per capita homicide rate only
violence in the last decade is the rapi&jército de Liberacion Nacional (ELN), surpassed recently by El Salvador and
expansion of local private armies or parahave remained outside the legal politicabouth Africa. Yet while homicides due
military forces, many with only loose tiessystem. Failure to reach peace in th® crime and social violence in the other
to the state. The violence amounts to #980s has led to a more atomized sociwo countries have spiralled upwards in
new kind of dirty war— different from ety, a weaker state and several new arm@wst-conflict situations, political vio-
the state-directed terrorism of thechallengers, all of which make the goalence and human rights violations have
Southern Cone in the 1970s. In Colomef reaching a durable peace immenselgramatically receded. Not so in Colom-
bia, although there is overwhelming andnore complicated. It has also led to abia, where the political conflict endures
well-documented evidence of officialexplosion of violence and human rightgogether with very high levels of social
human rights violations by the militaryviolations. The official impulse by the violence and crime.
and other state actors, the chief sourgovernment has been first to deny re- Of the total number of murders last
of terror now comes from groups withsponsibility for the human rights viola-year in Colombia, 3086 or 13% of these
roots in Colombia’s fractured andtions, and then to plead for special unwere committed for political reasons.
deeply-conflicted civil society. derstanding of the complex social andhese include 1106 persons killed as a
result of combat between government
and guerrillas. Keep in mind that during

“ s . n“mv I:mhtmu nr"us" the 17 year Pinochet dictatorship in

) - ] ) Chile, 2,994 persons are believed to have
The Clinton administration said on March 17 that the U.S. has not seleen killed or disappeared for political

military advisers to Colombia to support counterinsurgency operations. “Jaasons.
suppose everyone knoyvs_tha,t, US assistance to Colombia is strictly fqr the \who is responsible for the killings?
f|ght_ against ,drug trafficking, _sald State Department spokesperson Jdme&$§,o colombian Commission of Jurists
Rubin. Rubin’s comment was in response to stateme_nt“s made by a AR]%S identified, where possible, the au-
commander who said that the U.S. has sent to Colombia “many more adyisgrs .~ ¢ politically-motivated murders
than what is said officially and their principal target is not drug traffickers put L L
the guerrillas.” _and massacres, _d_|V|d|ng up re_spon5|bll-
Despite Rubin’s comments, U.S. and Colombian officials have bec m'(g among the m'“tary (Wh'Ch mclude_s_
increasingly frank about the use of U.S. antinarcotics aid against Colom ialf® police anq special units), paramili-
leftist rebeis, under the pretext that the rebels are “narcoguerrillas,” engags@fy and guerrillas.  For 1996, they con-
in drug trafficking. While this strategy is being talked about as new, j.s¢luded: When it was possible to at-
officials have known since at least 1994 that antinarcotics aid and trainifg 6bute authorship, the Armed Forces
Colombia may be used in counterinsurgency efforts. A U.S. Southern Gon¥tere responsible for 10.89% of all politi-
mand memo dated April 8, 1994 points out that US counter-drug training| arfe®! deaths; paramilitaries and rural se-
equipment can be used in counterinsurgency missions. curity cooperatives were responsible for
The DEA plans to increase its support operations for Colombian policé81.74% (60.54% and 1.22 respectively);
Colombian authorities are currently getting help from the DEA in such afeakhe guerrillas were responsible for
as exchange of intelligence information, training for National Police agent&7.38%. The figures highlight just how
and provision of equipment that improves efficiency. decisively the paramilitary groups have
—/[El Colombiano; El Diario-La Prens&P]—WNU #425 moved to the forefront of Colombia’s

political violence. The paramilitary

18 COLOMBIA BULLETIN « Spring 1998



groups can be divided into three subals who have attempted to create a demers since its founding in 1985, including

groups: those with connections to theratic opposition have faced a prematur2 presidential candidates, 3 senators, 3
Armed Forces, those organized by localeath. Such was the fate recently of twoepresentatives to the House of Repre-
officials and landholders (who are intesearchers from the Jesuit institutesentatives, 6 departmental deputies, 89
creasingly drug traffickers), new state<CINEP, in Bogot4, who were killed in theirtown councilmen, and 9 mayors and

sponsored self-defense groups, and vatiome at 2:00 am on May 19, 1997, as pamany more local candidates. Members
ous combinations of all of these. Somef a larger campaign by paramilitaryof the political movement Esperanza, Paz

operate directly with the support of thegroups to silence human rights groupy Libertad that grew out of the peace

Colombian Armed Forces.
more independent, but nonetheless op-

Others arand NGOs.

accords with the Ejercito Popular de
Victims of the dirty war include the Liberacién (EPL) in 1990 have also faced

erate in zones patrolled by the military. leftist political party, the Union Patriotica, a campaign of extermination, this time pri-
There is a long tradition of paramili-which has witnessed the assassinatianarily by members of the guerrillas that
tary violence in Colombia. The Colom-of thousands of its officials and follow-refused to accept the peace process but

bian military has possessed the right tp

arm civilians since 1965. In 1987, ther
Minister of Government, Cesar Gaviria
publicly identified 128 paramilitary
groups. Two years later, the government
suspended the military’s right to arm ci
vilians. Yet the attempts to dismantle th
paramilitaries were limited and unsuc
cessful. Today the groups have multit
plied and the scope of their operationp
are increasingly national. The paramili
taries have prospered for a simple rea-
son: They have proven to be a more sug-
cessful counter-insurgency strategy in
certain zones than the official military|
strategy, which has been unable to de¢-
feat or even arrest the growth of the guef-
rillas.

In the last three years, a new form of
paramilitarism has appeared. In what cgn
only be deemed a bizarre misreading arjd
mishandling of Colombian politics and
society, the government of President
Samper began a new policy of arminr];
civilians in rural security cooperatives,
now named Convivir. The Convivir
groups have become one more armegd
band, responsible for some killings
though now openly and directly linked
to the state. One observer likened thie
act of creating Convivir groups to dows
ing a fire with gasoline.

The rise of paramilitary violence hag
led to the spread of dirty war. The list 0
victims is mind-numbingly long.
Amnestied guerrillas, leftist political ac-
tivists, human rights groups, labor lead}
ers and others are all targeted. Impunify
for all crimes in Colombia is about 97%
Last year, impunity for political assassi
nations was 100%. The violence of th
guerrillas on one side and the paramili
taries on another continue to obstrug
the space for a democratic opposition;
a sizable percentage of those individ

D

T 1%

—

Army Tries to Regroup After Defeat

The Colombian army continues to lick its wounds from a serious defe¢at
in battle with leftist rebels of the Southern Bloc of the Revolutionary Armgd
Forces of Colombia-People’s Army (FARC-EP) in the area of Caguan,|in
southern Colombia. The National Army confirmed on March 9 that 73 s¢l-
diers were killed in the fighting; 36 rebels were also reportedly killed, aﬂzd
their bodies buried in three common graves in the combat area. The FARC
is holding 43 soldiers hostage and another eight are missing.

Members of the International Committee of the Red Cross (CICR) wdre
finally allowed into the area of the fighting on March 8, after remaining in
the town of Cartagena del Chaira because the army had prohibited t
from entering the area. Pierre Gassmann, head of the CICR in Colombia, aid
CICR members were helping families displaced in the violence. Gassman
also visited the Larandia military base near Florencia, capital of Caqupta
department, in order to try to get information about casualties. The mefia
has been barred from the area. On March 10, Gassmann called on the FARC
to explain whether the 32 soldiers who have allegedly been wounded [are
among the 43 they are holding hostage. Gassman said that the CICR feam
has been combing the area for wounded people and has not found any.

“This is without a doubt the biggest defeat in the 35-year history pf
confrontation against the insurgency,” said Alfredo Rangel, a security apa-

tion.” Analysts say that the FARC's defeat of the army in southern Colo
bia is especially significant because the rebels overwhelmed the Mobhile
Brigade 3. “This is Colombia’s elite fighting force,” said Sergio Uribe, &
political scientist at University of the Andes in Bogota. “These are npt
conscripts; they are professional soldiers. They were outwitted and gut-
intelligenced.”
On Mar. 11 the Colombian police reported that a group of 25 FARC
rebels had attacked a helicopter that was transporting money for a bani
km northwest of Bogot4, in central Colombia. One police agent, one repel
and three civilians were killed. The rebels destroyed the helicopter gnd
made off with over $100,000 in cash.
The government announced on March 12 that it has created a new
5,000-troop anti-guerrilla unit to rout the rebels from their southern strorg-
hold. The “Counter-Guerrilla Task Force” will be based in Caqueta and
made up of troops from the army, the police, and the marine infantry, with
support from the air force.
[ElI Colombiano,WP, Clarin/Reuters;El Universal (Caracas)/Reuters,
La Terceralire servicesCNN en Espanolfrom AP]—WNU #424
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also by paramilitary bands in Uraba. cause of the war, the government hatries, the guerrillas too have been trans-
created special security zones throughHermed. No longer able to receive logis-
TheGuerrillawar out the country—thus suspending detical, financial or military support from
andthe Drug War mocracy in these areas—and can appoitiie outside, the guerrillas have vastly
Central to an understanding ofmilitary officials to local political office increased their involvement in criminal
Colombia’s political violence is the guer-in these areas, as the Samper Goverand terrorist activities, such as kidnap-
rilla war. Direct casualties from combatment recently did in preparation for lo-ping, murder and extortion of productive
in action are relatively low, as we havecal election on October 1997. The waand commercial activity in the coca/co-
seen. But the guerrilla war lays the founeriminalizes most protest and dissent anchine, petroleum, cattle and other agrar-
dation on which many other forms ofprovides the principal justification for ian sectors. The FARC maintains exten-
violence have been built. The guerrillahe continued violation of human rightssive political control in the coca grow-
war justifies steadily increasing military The guerrilla war is the principal justifi- ing regions in the Amazonian region east
spending. The war has prevented a reation for the paramilitary armies. of the Andes. The ELN has targeted the
organization of the Armed Forces away In Colombia’s degenerating conflict,petroleum sector in the northern part of
from its strategic orientation of counterwhere the military has ceded its legitithe Eastern Plains. Some have argued
insurgency and internal security. Bemmate monopoly on arms to the paramilithat the guerrillas are now little more than
organized criminal syndicates, or that
they are “narco-guerrillas.” Yet both the
FARC and the ELN still maintain a politi-

Colombian Violence Hits Panama _ |
cal agenda, recruit and train followers,

A group of 40 to 50 armed individuals—or as many as 200 according tQ,gsert political control, organize and ad-
some local media—attacked a police station in the small town of Boca d&yinister services to local populations
Cupe, in Panama’s Darien province on November 15. Three police agdents,q use their power to influence local,
were wounded as they fled; according to press reports, one police agen di?@gional and national politics.  As
when he threw himself into a river to escape the shootout. Local pres r&Samper’s first Peace Commissioner de-
ports said that the assailants cut the electricity in Boca de Cupe and r bb%ﬂared, the guerrillas are still primarily
a health center and a shopping center, taking medicines and an ele riﬁ%litical actors with whom the govern-
energy generator. The town is home to some 600 indigenous PanamaniansQfnt can negotiate, even as they have
the Embera tribe, living alongside many Colombian immigrants, many of wHompcreased their involvement in criminal
are undocumented. activities.

Authorities have not identified the attackers, but media sources have During the last decade, officials have
suggested that they are either leftwing guerrillas or rightwing paramilit NYeontinually asserted that the country is
groups from Colombia which operate in the jungle regions around the PRNg; yictim of the illegal drug trade in co-
manian border. Several months ago the Panamanian government sent
tingent of some 2,000 specialized counter-insurgency police troops to tr
control the border situation. However, the police have had little succ
Some observers have suggested that the Panamanian government’s
ent passivity concerning the situation in Darien is a tactic to justify thejos |t has created new social sectors,
presence of US soldiers in the area. _ _ _ particularly the drug entrepreneurial

FARC has denied responsibility for the attacks in Darien. Panamamial,,veau richewho have invested so
daily La Prensareported that a FARC representative spoke with member;
the ruling Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) over the weekend of N
23 and told them that the authors of the attacks in Darien belong to a @
dent group “not linked” to the FARC. “The policy designed by the lead
ship bodies of the FARC prohibits, under any consideration, the incursio
its men in the territory of neighboring countries,” said a communique sen
the FARC to Panama’s military command, as reported by the Baanama
America

Panamanian daillZl Universalgquoted FARC diplomatic commission memt

C@Hine and heroin. It is true that the drug
Y ®ade has contributed to the violence. It
ESthas funneled new resources — both fi-
APRfHncial and military — to old adversar-

Ofneavily in the Colombian countryside
OV-and in developing Colombia’s paramili-
IS$ary infrastructure. But the roots of the
P~ contemporary violence are much deeper
N Ofhan the current drug export boom; they
b3fap into long-festering political conflicts

whose resolution has been deferred for

decades. The drug trade may have
heightened and accelerated the violence;

ber Olga Martinez, who blamed the attacks on paramilitary groups suppc
by the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) with the goal of maintaining |
military bases in Panama. PRD legislator Miguel Bush also charged thal
armed attacks in the Darien are orchestrated by the CIA, in an attem
demonstrate Panama’s alleged inability to protect the canal.

[La Prensa(Honduras)/APEIl Colombiano/AFP, Notimex]—WNU #408

r&dl did not cause it.

)S Perhaps the most significant impact
ther the drug trade is that it has interna-
Pt ibnalized the conflict, not only through

the massive inflow of foreign capital, but
through the U.S.-sponsored anti-narcot-

ics war. Since 1989, Colombia has be-
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come the largest recipient of U.S. mili-anti-narcotics units. However, in the lasfied” Colombia in 1996 and 1997, declar-
tary aid. In the early 1990s, there waswo years, not withstanding the officialing that the government is not suffi-
some concern over whether US drugrisis in U.S.-Colombian relations as aiently cooperating in the “War on
monies were being re-directed to theesult of allegations of drug monies inDrugs.” Yet despite decertification, the
counter-insurgency war, in violation ofthe Colombian presidential campaignUnited States has begun to bypass the
U.S. military assistance requirementshe U.S. has once again begun to pr@&olombian presidency and to work di-
authorized by Congress. As a result, foride military assistance to the Armedrectly with the Colombian Armed Forces.
several years, funding was diverted exForces in its anti-narcotics campaignThis year, Colombia is scheduled to re-
clusively to the police and to specialThe United States officially “de-certi- ceive approximately 100 million dollars

Waris Not Chids Play

by Yadira Ferrer two imprisoned ELN leaders, Felipenation of the “Children’s Mandate for

Torres and Francisco Galan. Peace”, a Colombian movement

-I-he Red Cross, the UN children’s  What surprised many were theagainst violence, for the Nobel Peace]
f

und (UNICEF), non-govern- children’s tears and resistance to beprize. The young leaders of the
mental organizations and stateéng separated from the guerrillas. Ac-‘Children’s Mandate for Peace” were
institutions in Colombia are attempt-cording to UNICEF'’s Cecilio Adorno, nominated by Jose Ramos Horta,
ing to rescue children involved in thethe release of the children was a posleader of the East Timor independence
armed conflict. tive event “which could trigger a pro- movement and 1996 Nobel laureate.
Under the slogan “War is Not cess of cutting children’s connections Ramos Horta said he was “deeply
Child’'s Play”, the participating enti- with the armed conflict.” moved” by the work carried out by
ties are seeking to raise the aware- It is difficult to understand “that the youngsters “through their brave
ness “of the parties involved in theso many children could be involvedand peaceful campaign.”
armed conflict so minors do not sufin a bloody conflict,” but the grow- Around 2.7 million Colombian
fer from the rigors of the conflict anding violence has trapped them, saiahildren voted for peace in the Octo-
have other options,” Red Cross huAdorno. ber 1996 Mandate, which was coordi-
man rights coordinator Fabricio Lopez  In its report “Invisible Soldiers”, nated by UNICEF and the Network of
told IPS. UNICEF says there are close to 50,00Mitiatives for Peace, comprised of 30
He added that efforts were alsachildren fighting in more than 20 warsNGOs. An average of 4,300 minors die
going into the development of spe-worldwide. But reliable statistics areviolent deaths annually in Colombia.
cific programs for the “readaptationimpossible to obtain, it adds, because The Mandate promotes tolerance
and re-socialization” of the children.armed forces refuse to acknowledgand the right of children to grow up
The Red Cross is participating inthe existence of minors in their ranksin a safe environment.
the campaign as a neutral intermedi- At least 4,000 minors are fighting  The children’s movement served
ary, seeking to provide protection andvith Colombian guerrilla and paramili- as the basis for a similar “Citizen
assistance to children affected by th&ary groups, while 3,000 are perform-Mandate for Peace”, in which adults
conflict. ing compulsory military service, ac-voted for an end to violence in Co-
The first results were producedcording to the Institute of Family lombia.
on January 30, when the insurgeniVelfare, which says the parties to the Ana Bernal, director of the Net-
National Liberation Army (ELN) re- conflict see teenagers as ‘perfectivork of Initiatives for Peace, said the
leased five 12 to 15-year-olds it hadsoldiers because they make few deMandate’s candidacy for a Nobel
held for a year. The ELN claimed themands, have an adventurous spiriPeace prize is recognition of the work
minors were informants of a paramili-and learn easily. carried out by children, who paved
tary group which killed peasant farm-  On Tuesday, Almudena Mazar-the way for a broader citizen move-
ers in the town of Media Luna in therasa, the UN’s special human rightsnent.
department of Cesar in early 1997. delegate in Colombia, protested the Mexico followed the lead of Co-
The release operation—whosdarge number of children participatinglombia’s children in 1997, when 3.9
security aspect was coordinated byn the armed conflict and called onmillion minors voted for peace.
the local Red Cross—was the fruit oflocal authorities to resolve the prob—Reprinted with permission from
a year-long process of informal talkdem. IPS, ©1998 InterPress Service, all
between the Institute of Family Wel-  The campaign to free young comvights reserved. Worldwide distribu-
fare and the People’s Defender anBatants has coincided with the nomition via the APC networks
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in anti-narcotics assistance, the highes# human rights violations. The amendiween the drug war, anti-guerrilla opera-
in the hemisphere. Amnesty Internament is a step forward but remains intions and the dirty war, the U.S. has be-
tional and Human Rights Watch haveomplete. The amendment raises a fuigun pressuring Colombia to step-up
charged that U.S. military aid and equipdamental, almost philosophical queseoca eradication efforts, although there
ment have been provided to units acion. Can individual units be distin-is clear evidence from Peru, Bolivia and
cused of gross violations of humarguished from the military institution as aColombia that targeting poor coca farm-
rights. Moreover, they cite evidence ofvhole? Further, there are logistical isers has only temporary or negligible ef-
clear relationship between U.S.- trainedues such as can end use of militarfects in reducing the flow of drugs.
officials and several paramilitary groupsequipment be adequately monitored®oreover, in Peru and Colombia, forced
Partly as a result of the above accuMost troubling, the Leahy Amendmentcrop eradication policies have repeatedly
sations which were based on an exhaudid not prevent a large increase of milidriven farmers into the arms of guerril-
tive investigation and good documentatary aid to Colombia for 1996 and 1997las, or in the case of Bolivia, militant peas-
tion, the U.S. Congress passed thdespite the continued violations of huant unions. After backing off from such
Leahy Amendment which denies militaryman rights. efforts in the mid-1990s and re-directing
aid to any foreign military unit involved Beyond the murky relationship be-anti-narcotics efforts to dismantling the
large cartels, the United States has once
again begun to focus on the small farmer.
The strategy failed in Peru and Bolivia
precisely because it threatened the very

Five people died and six were wounded on Jan. 24 in the Colombiaf d!e've“hOOd of peasants and displaced

Soldiers Kill Five in “Regrettable Error”

. X : .~éntire families and communities. The
partment of Cundinamarca when army soldiers stationed at a roadblock|fire . . o
s . . ; . effect in Colombia was similar. In Au-
indiscriminately at passing vehicles. The soldiers claimed they were shot a

first by rebels; survivors who witnessed the incident said the soldiers wegus't and Septemper of 1996, 241’.000
. . ; eople marched in the coca growing
without provocation. On Jan. 26 army commander Gen. Mario Hugo Gpla .
e . zones of Colombia to protest the
called the incident a regrettable error that could have been avoided, and an- ; S .
) . . . overnment’s forced eradication poli-
nounced drastic sanctions for those responsible. The army continues fo M- :
. . : cles. After a standoff and several vio-
sist that the soldiers were trying to ward off a rebel attack when they sh

ot r':lt . . .
. . ent confrontations resulting in a num-
the passing cars. E[ Colombian$—WNU #418 ber of deaths. the governrr?ent formally

backed down though the military con-
tinued some operations. After the
marches ended, several of the peasant
leaders were subsequently “disap-
peared;” they were accused of being

EX-EPL Rebels Protest
AH.ESt "f I.eallﬂl's guerrilla collaborators.

A demobilized Colombian rebel group denied on January 19 that 300 ¢f its
members had picked up arms again. Local press reports said that 300 memigfassrootsSupport
of the political party Hope, Peace and Freedom—made up of demobilized memgyrthePeaceProcess
bers of the Popular Liberation Army (EPL) rebel group—had taken refuge in |y recent years, there has been a
the mountains after DAS agents (the secret police) arrested EPL regional leaggsyvement to “humanize” the conflict and
David Mesa Pena for extortion, kidnapping and murder. to support the application of interna-
Since the 1991 peace accords, the political party says over 100 of its Mefgnal humanitarian law. After much
bers or supporters have been murdered, most of them in northwestern Cploglamor, the Samper Government finally
bia. The organization says it “feels betrayed” by the government, and gskefgned the Protocol Il of the Geneva
the Colombian president to stop the “dirty war” against its members. Convention that protects the rights of
A group of nearly 200 demobilized EPL dissidents from the Nueva Granadgyilian populations in cases of internal
neighborhood of San Pedro de Uraba seized the Apartado mayor’s offi¢e Qpr. If all sides — guerrilla, paramilitary,

Jan. 21 in a peaceful protest against Mesa’s arrest, and to demand gua
that other EPL members not be arrested. The protesters left the mayor’s
on Jan. 23 after winning revisions of decree 1385, which dictated the tert
their demobilization.

Mesa led the EPL dissidents from 1991 to 1996. He surrendered in
with 300 other men to the rightwing paramilitary group Campesino Self-
fense of Cordoba and Uraba.

[Notimex 1/19/98EI| Colombianp—WNU #417

anigffernment — were to respect Protocol
offite many of the human rights violations
NS @froughout the country would diminish.
But Colombia’s war is not a conventional
1996eqular war. The principal site of con-
Défiict is not the battlefield. Nor is it pri-
marily between armed combatants.
Colombia’s guerrilla war is largely a dirty

war. Its modus operandi is human rights
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violations, by actors from all sides. Thg

only solution is a formal suspension of - |J §.  Military Advisors Training Venezuelan

the armed conflict through a negotiate

peace. The question, then, is: Whp Forces on Colombian Border

should be invited to sit at the negotiat
ing table? At the least, the governmenjt MARACAIBO, Venezuela — Zulia Nevertheless, Venezuelan Foreig

and the guerrillas should be invited. Yet State Governor Francisco Arias CardeMinister Miguel Angel Burelli Rivas,
one should not rule out the military and nas has said that the presence of UBho was in the Colombian capital, ref
the paramilitaries, particularly within re- instructors on the Colombian bordesponded to these rumours of
gional negotiations. has to do with training and exchang&Vednesday [29th April] by stressing
If the past fifteen years of peace net Programmes with the Venezuelarthe coordination between Colombiap
gotiations are any indication, Colombig armed forces and in no way constiand Venezuelan armed forces, as well
cannot reach a viable peace agreemgnttutes aggression or meddling in thes the atmosphere of camaraderie aIL1d
without international mediation. The| internal affairs of the neighboringintegration in the relations betwee
conflict is too widespread and encom} country. the two countries.
passes too many actors and interests [to He claimed not to have details on  Asked about the possibility that
be managed by the Colombian goverr]- this mission’s agenda, neither does heenezuela could be used as a base for
ment, or the government and guerrillap know the precise location of the exeran intervention in the neighbouring
alone. Now is the time for international cise camp. However, Zulia armycountry, Arias Cardenas said thg
involvement, from the NGOs to foreign| Sources confirmed on Sunday [26tHthe position we have established an
governments and international organit APril] that the group of instructors continue to maintain is the people’s
zations. Colombian politics have coex} comprises nine soldiers, led by a capself-determination and our respect fg
isted with violence for the last 50 years tain, who have been stationed inthe sovereignty of nations. We neif
For most of those years, the violence hgs Machique de Perija since 23rd April.ther agree with nor endorse the pre
been a steady, low-intensity burn on thp They will stay in that zone for threeence of a multilateral force to fight
body politic. Today Colombian violence| Mmonths training rural National GuardColombians, much less with Venezu
is no longer a low-intensity conflict. The| commanders in actions againselan participation, going in for a joy-
first time the violence heated up, from kidnappings, guerrillas and drug trafride, getting involved in the internal
1948 to 1953 at the height of the civil waf ficking. affairs of another country.”
known as La Violencia, the combatant$ In Bogota, radio networks, tele- He warned that Colombia’s situa
found a way to make peace. As levels ¢f Vision stations and newspapers hightion must be resolved only by Colom
violence begin to rival those of the 1940$ lighted this news. Commentators conbians, and that if a force is to become
and 50s, there is an urgent need to seige Nected this training with preparationsnvolved in this conflict, it should
the initiative and begin a national ang for a possible US military intervention. perform the task of an overseer wit
international campaign to search for & The key to this could be recent statepersonnel who will guarantee that th
viable peace. ments by the head of the Miami-basedvar will respect the Geneva Conven
Unlike in previous eras, there ard Southern Command, who rates Colomtion and other international treatieg.
now international precedents for peacqd- bia as very dangerous for US secuk should never be a force that woulgl
making, from Central America to South] rity, even more so than Cuba, due tside with one of the warring parties. |
ern Africa. Already, the United Nations| the guerrillas’ headway in their quest —EI Nacional (Venezuela)

has opened a permanent office to monj- O seize power.
tor human rights in Colombia. The Eu-
ropean Union has become something ahe violence, serving as an unofficiaktantially reduce the human rights vio-
a counterweight to the United State§ruth Commission before the conflict islations where men and women are mur-
anti-narcotics policies, keeping the isbrought to an end. Only a comprehendered for their political beliefs or be-
sue of human rights violations high orsive peace process can unravel the comause they were simply suspected of
the agenda. Colombian and internationgdlex maze of violence that is inundatingsupporting one side or anotherl
NGO'’s, the church and some foreigrthe country. A peace process will not

donors are active in working with grassend all the violence. It will not stop the  This article was first published in a
roots initiatives for peace. There is curflow of drugs northward. But it will sub- LASA Forum, Fall, 1997

rently a move to call a plebiscite for

peace. The Education for Peace Project, o )
supported by Catholic Relief Services Marc Chernick is a member of the LASA Task Force on Human Rights and

and the Colombian Bishops Conference’cademic Freedom. He lived in Colombia for over six years where he taught at
is supporting mobile human rights train- the Universidad de los Andes and the Universidad Nacional de Colombia.
ing teams. The Intercongre-gational Currently, he is Director of the Andean and Amazonian Studies Project and
Commission of Justice and Peace hat€aches in the Department of Government at Georgetown University. Comments
been carefully constructing a record of can be sent to: chernicm@gunet.georgetown.edu
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END THE WAR!

It's time to protest. Our government funds, trains and supports the
Colombian military. Our tax dollars translate into the murders of
thousands of Colombians every year.

The U.S. is complicitous in the neoVietnamization
of Colombia. The CIA pretends to fight drugs but its
involvement in narcotics trafficking is well-docu-
mented. The D.E.A. was tied up a long time ago by
the U.S. Southern Command. Our military furthers the
war effort. And our embassy in Bogotéa (aided by
reactionary media cronies) broadcasts its insistence
that the guerrillas could be involved with drugs—not
the Conservative Party, the Liberal Party, the Colom-
bian army, paramilitary bands or Colombian banks.

U.S. progressives and human rights groups have
historically been paralyzed by the pitfalls of
Colombia’s complex dynamics and by the smoke
generated by propagandists of the “war on drugs”.
Justicia y Paz Raided It's time to move forward. It's time to protest the

As we go to press we have learned that over 20 heavily armR@thetic 15-year record of torture, disappearances
counterinsurgency troopers swarmed out of trucks and toakd murder. It’s time to end the presence of U.S.

over the Bogota office of Justicia y Paz (Intercongregationﬁ“"tary advisors who are teaching counter-insurgency

Committee for Justice & Peace) for several hours on May 14

supposedly to search for evidence of an ELN cell involved %R Colombia’s military. End the millions of U.S. dollars

the assassination the day before of former Defense Minis@gnt for the war effort. End the S.O.A. training of
Gen. Landazabal. Nuns and others were forced to kneell®,000 Colombian troops. Stop the U.S. surveillance

gunpoint, and questioned and photographed by the militagguipment, military equipment and helicopters. And it

This was the first time the military has been bold enough o time to stop the U.S. qovernmental denials. omis-
attack Justicia y Paz at their office; high military officers ha\)g_ P -9 ’

been outraged because the meticulous human rights gr&i@Nns and its feigned blindness to the endless deaths

has a database of many atrocities that they would rather being generated by this complicity.
main ‘oscuro’. Nunca Mas (Never Again) has been docu- ) )
menting crimes against humanity in Colombia from the 1970s  TheBulletin has laid out the sad truth of the

on, creating the data upon which Colombia’s eventual Trugiituation. And here is our challenge: Can you in good

Commission will permit the dead to speak from the grave. conscious, finish reading this magazine, then go on
Human rights defenders fear the attacks will continue.. o . '

Twenty-seven human rights advocates were murdered in 19 t.h your daily life, enjoying your cup of coffee or

The Colombian Conference of Bishops head, Monsignéheap gas at the expense of thousands of Colombian

Giraldo Jaramillo, Archbishop of Medellin, condemned thigves? There are many things that you can do that will

raid. “This process was to strike terror, as we all know tr]j%m stop the Colombian dirty war:
action under these circumstances normally precedes extraju- '

dicial executions,” he said. He also stated a legal demand 10 Pgs ti megEe b ieed Bk o H

see the so-called evidence used to justify the raid, and laj | I t
ultimate responsibility at the feet of President Samper. %d ey D e aayy,
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Right now, someone in Colombia is being tor-
tured, someone is dying, someone is grieving their
dead. At least nine more will die before the day is
over. And tomorrow promises the same.

Pledge your opposition. Act now. Before it’s
too late.

Act Now!
TheUS & deedy & warn Chmta | 5 g pearkis sk g PROESTS
PLANNEDFORBOSTON,LOSANGELES,SEATTLE,OHIO,CHICAGO, TORONTO&MORE!
Getinvolved!
Regster your protest
CSN LISTSERVE
leSeneTo sibsabe D CSNLsed et D

Bsev@postoicecsoLicedy
SUBCSNL Asame  Lasname Oied  quesions o commens on CSNL D csnou@praiienetarg)
VISIT THE COLOMBIA SUPPORT NETWORK WEBSITE AT http://www.igc.org/csn

COLOMBIA SUPPORT NETWORK
P.O. Box 1505, Madison WI 53701

(608) 257-8753

fax: (608)255-6621 csn@igc.apc.org
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By Michael Lépez

POLITICAL, LABOR LEADERS UNDER ATTACK

Interviews

AidaAbella

Why dont you start by explaining
how you became politically active.

Hom Exie
took its toll, standing up for the marginalized,

defending the voiceless. Being a voice for the
left. There were many threats against us. | was

Well, 1 became politically active at a youndfirst threatened in 1973 during a strike by gov-
age. At 18 | was a student leader at National Urernment workers, as president of the union of
versity. | finished my degree in psychology anthe Ministry of Education. We received a threat

Forced to leave Colombia after
repeated threats and attempts
against their lives, Aida Abella
and Carlos Andres Perez Beriq
talk about Colombia and exile

AidaAbella  is aleader of the
Patriotic Union political party
and served on the Bogota City
Council. After many years of
activism and union struggle,
accompanied by numerous
death threats and attacks, she
fled Colombia in 1996 after a
failed bazooka attack on the
streets of Bogota.

Cals Axies Peez Baiss ,of
the Patriotic Union, was the
mayor of Chigorodo in the
Uraba region. After making
great gains to end corruption
and begin public works that are
still in place today—even used
by the paramilitaries them-
selves — Carlos fled Colombia
with his family after threats,
illegal arrest, and torture. He
went to Ecuador, but Colombial

state agents followed him therg.

He and his family fled to Swit-
zerland to join the growing
exile community in Geneva.

—

14

pedagogy and begansaying they were going to kill the union leaders.
working for the Ministry

of Education. | was presi- This was in Bogota?

dent of the union there for Yes. After that, in December 1979, during
13 years and then | wasthe period of widespread torture and police raids,
president of the Federa-my house was raided. My sister, my brother-in-
cion de Trabajadores dellaw, and my husband were taken away for 8 days
Estado (Governmentand tortured. My brother, a student leader, was
Workers Union) for five detained and suffered a cerebral dysrhythmia due
years. | dedicated half ofto torture and the repeated “submarines” to
my life to the union move- which he was subjected. We then had to sell the
ment. When | was presi- house, because it was raided another two times,
dent of the Federacién deand was also machine gunned. That was in 1980.
Trabajadores del Estado,l then received another series of threats. | have a
the CUT (Central Unitaria whole collection of them. All my life, whenever
de Trabajadores) waswe undertook a movement, a strike or a protest,
formed. | was involved in we always received death threats. In 1985, | re-
its foundation and was ceived a horrifying threat. We received a letter
secretary of Women's Af- with two rifles mimeographed on it, saying we
fairs. | then went on to be were the next ones on the list to be executed.
the Assistant Secretary Nevertheless, | survived all those years of
General, elected with sup-threats. Those of us in the union movement, we
port of the left, by the were always being followed. Our union office and
Colombian Communist home phones were always tapped. We sold our
Party, the Patriotic Union, house and moved. We had to take many precau-
and defenders of humantions over the years to protect our young chil-
rights. | then took part in dren. | then had two young kids that | had to
the Constituent Assem-look out for. When | entered the Constituent
bly. After that | again Assembly the threats grew worse. Almost every
hooked up with the trade day | received death threats. They accused me of
union movement, but the being a voice for the insurgents, and ever since |
Patriotic Union asked me was in the Constituent Assembly | had body-
to be their candidate for guards. In 1992 | became president of the Patri-
election to the Bogota otic Union and was elected to the city council. |
city Council. | ran for of- constantly received death threats. We could no
fice and was elected, andlonger attend parties or have any social life. We
the next time around | wasalways kept great caution whenever we moved
elected by twice as manyabout, as we knew our enemies were watching us
votes. From then on | re-closely. Then, in 1996, we denounced the massa-
mained active as a unioncres occurring in Uraba and handed over to the
leader as well as in poli- attorney general’s office a list of paramilitary lead-
tics, for a good part of my ers and their whereabouts. We told them where
life, about 25 years. But it they could find the head of the autodefensas de

COLOMBIA BULLETIN « Spring 1998



Coérdoba y Uraba. This came out in the press attie hired killers. They found them in a Bogota
ten days later someone fired a rocket from &wotel, but let them go. In 1993 as well, another
armored vehicle at us, but they missed. | sugroup was sent to Bogota. They had paid them,
vived because of my bodyguards, whom had negotiated the contract in public, but some-
trusted. | never accepted government bodyne overheard them. We knew exactly in which
guards. We also figured that they had been fdhotel they were staying, at Residencia Cosmos,
lowing us. We were constantly followed by moon the 18th Street between Caracas Avenue and
torcycles or cars. 13th Avenue. The hired killers were staying there.
They knew that the last person | would susFhe Attorney General's office was informed,
pect would be a worker. So, they dressed the killerent, and found them there. They were all armed.
up as a manual laborer. Some of the men sittifidney all carried gun permits, and the Attorney
in the front of the truck wore baseball caps, otlGeneral’s office asked me to press charges
ers not. It was a perfect set-up. They also droegainst them. But if | lodged this complaint with
a car that looked a lot like the ones used to reéhe Attorney General, it would have backfired
pair Bogota’'s aqueducts. Two days later | lefigainst me, because in Colombia, victims are al-
the country. After | escaped unscathed, | imme
diately took part in a political debate at the Bogof

city council. | blamed the army chief Harold \/\/haIiShappeningisabWintensi[yWar,

Bedoya, accusing him of being the co-spons - S -
of paramilitary groups. The threats immediatel the m ] ellmlnalm of a“_ poilml
intensified. They called restaurants next to cifile e <oyl including the assassination
hall, saying that they were going to blow it uj ofmorethan4.000 members of

because | was there. | couldn’t even go home .. . .
knew that they had been extremely insulted. our FD|II]C&| pany n every regon

not only survived their attack on me, but [Keilig’s) country...
brought it out into the open and made a politic{
debate out of it. The army is the sponsor of the
paramilitary groups and will often be the oneways blamed. Victims are always guilty of their
pulling the trigger. In my case, without a doubtmisfortunes, and this is one of the facets of the
members of the security forces were responsibldirty war” in Colombia. This is the painful real-
for the attack. ity.

Are you saying that a soldier, not a member oDo they know you are here?
a paramilitary group, was responsible? They know | am in Switzerland, but they don’t
There is ample evidence from the council seknow exactly where | am.
sions, and the council police frequently told me
that | was “hot”. When someone is “hot”, it mean®o you think they would send someone here?
that they are going to be killed. | know they felt It would be difficult, but not impossible. In
terribly offended by the council debates and thie threats they made before | left they said they
denunciations about the situation in Urabayould look for me no matter where | went. The
where our people were being assassinated Wwgek after | went into exile, there were a number
the Army, either directly or in covert actions ledf calls to the headquarters of the Patriotic Union
by paramilitary groups. For these reasons | dsaying “No matter where she is, we will find her.”
cided to leave immediately. The are very resourceful. The state is behind
them. That's all, but it doesn’'t bother me.
And you left directly for Switzerland?
We went into political exile. We had resistedso what are you doing now?
for more than 20 years — for 23 years. In exile, we maintain the struggle, although
our circumstances have obviously changed. We
Was that the first actual attempt on your life? see the need to work in defense of human rights.
There had been two previous attempts. M/e did this in the union movement, in politics,
1994, | had been to the UN Human rights conand being in exile we will continue. The horrific
mission to denounce how a group had beesituation in Colombia should not be repeated in
brought to Bogota. We were informed that thisther countries. What is happening is a low in-
group was going to kill us. Manuel Cepeda andténsity war, the systematic elimination of all po-
were at the top of their list. We made the denutfitical opposition, including the assassination of
ciation because the Attorney General's office hadore than 4,000 members of our political party in
been informed. They sent out a group to look favery region of the country, people of all ages,
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from the most humble member to a Senator

of ttexent on in Mapiripan, are the direct work of the

Republic. They have tried to get rid of our ofarmy, without having used the paramilitary
fices by bombing them. The entire world mugfroups as a cover. The Colombian government,

know about this. We are absolutely convi

nceabe state, which is responsible for all this pain

that there is not one general in the Colombiamd suffering, must pay. They must pay not only
Army without blood on his hands, who has ndbr the assassination of political opponents, but
taken part in the killings of political opponentalso for the assassination of union leaders, hu-
and this dirty war. We know that this series afian rights workers, students and youth, who
atrocities, including the massacres such as tieve fallen in the struggle to build a democratic

WorkersRightsUnderAttack

Workers Decapitated in Amalfi

Police reported on November 20 that armed individuals dreg
in military clothing with high-powered weapons murdered three m
ers and another worker in Amalfi, a town in northeastern Antiogu
Three of the victims were decapitated. All were local residents with

no prior records. —HC11/21/97]—WNU #408

Colombia, to build a lasting yet just peace with
social justice.

What do you think that the United Nations can
do for Colombia?

We have great hopes and wish that a Special
SeRapporteur be named for Colombia. All those
_n'defending human rights were hoping that the
!a'Rapporteur be sent over, but the governments
"Mhere decided that the UN office of the high com-

missioner would be better. So we have the UN

office, but we believe that the seriousness of the

Unionists in Prison

Eighteen members of the Union Sindical Obrera (the petrolg

workers’ union in Colombia) are in prison for union activities and fhe

denunciation of human rights abuses. Some have now been in p

for between 2 to 5 years without sentencing and all are charged |wit,

crimes that carry possible sentences of 40 to 60 years.

The union members have been victims of a uniquely Colombia

legal apparatus known as “faceless justice” (justicia sin rostro). Hg
hide witnesses’ faces and they are only known by a pseudony
they go with police and point people out. It has become quite a lu

tive business for some of these “professional witnesses” - they| a

able to make the same accusations but under different pseudor
corroborating their own evidence. The police encourage this pra
because it helps them build cases against people who denound
state’s human rights abuses.

On behalf of our 18 brothers we are compelled to launch
campaign at an international level, since our efforts to secure ju

Colombian case deserves a strengthening of in-
ternational presence there. The internal situation
in Colombia must have a greater echo on the in-
ternational scene. The European Parliament has
rTéldopted a number of resolutions, and various
.~congresses in different European countries have
'S led attention to the dramatic human rights situ-

u

"Btion in Colombia. But we think that there must
be a greater international presence in Colombia,
fn order to pressure the army to abandon its dirty
Od§\/ar, killing civilians in the most horrific way imag-
Minable. It appears that Mapiripdn as a repetition
o+ Trujillo, where chainsaws were used in the mas-
'Sacre. There is much work for us to do abroad,
Md that is why we are here, taking advantage of
tic ur good luck, which allowed us to live a little bit

e fger.

y

‘?_'SCaﬂosAndresPerezBerios
UCBlease tell me about your political life in

for them here in Colombia have been without success. Please exXpr

your concern by sending a letter to the Attorney General of Colon
and help encourage our brothers by also sending the letters of
port to them in prison.

In solidarity,
Freddy Pulecio

Secretary General, Union Sindical Obrera - US
WHATYOUCANDO

= Send lettersto Attorney General Alfonso Valdivieso Sarmient
(fax #288-2828)

= Send letters to the prisonersContact the Canadian Colombiah

Association to request more information at P.O. Box 591 Station
Toronto, ON M4V 1E4 Canada; Phone: (416) 535-8303, (416) 465-2
E-mail: gaviota@sprint.ca ; david.raby@utoronto.ca

PreS8lomba.
ibia | was mayor of the town of Chigorodo,
SuR'ntioquia in the Urabé region from 1992 to 1994.
Before being mayor, | was the municipal coun-
cilor in Chigorodo. | then went on to be the presi-
dent of the town council, but my political career,
as a spokesperson for the popular and social
movements in Uraba, working with the Patriotic
Union came to an abrupt end. The military in
Uraba put me on trial, but it was a total sham. As
, well, all the other UP mayors in Urab4 were put
_A 'on trial. Many of them are still sitting in jail, some
35201‘ them in Bogotéa others in Medellin. | was lucky
enough to get out of jail after spending one year

o)

0

there. | was able to prove how unjust the charges

28
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were. Unfortunately, my troubles did not endired engineers, doc-
there. After leaving jail, my family and | receivedors, people who had
death threats and we had to flee to Ecuador. Thdreen stealing money
| received the support the NGOs. | spent fodrom the town for six or

months in Quito. But the intelligence forces ofeven years. During the
the Colombian State Security, the DAS, were gawo years | was mayor,
ing to “disappear” me. They were working towe accomplished more
gether with Ecuadorian intelligence. | was stayhan in the previous
ing at a hostel with other Colombian political refueentury, and all this
gees. One day when | was out, a number of thoserk is still bringing

refugees were disappeared. They were releadszhefits to Chigorodo.
one month later, but some of them had lost arhe Patriotic Union

eye, others had lost their hearing, and the womémnought tremendous
had been tortured. Thanks to a campaign by Heenefits to the people
uadorian NGOs, my wife and | avoided a similaof Uraba which had

fate. You could call me a survivor. | seem to haveeen governed for the
been very lucky. | survived the extermination ofast 100 years by the
the Patriotic Union in the Uraba region. | surRight. That is why the

vived the repression and the dirty war and walsntioquia bourgeoise,
able to get out of jail, while my friends receivedhe Uraba bourgeoise,
10 year prison terms. The injustice | sufferethe banana growers, the
while detained in a disgusting smelly hole at Bellaig landowners, the
Vista jail is so great, | can't find words to demilitary working to-

Carlos Andres Perez Berios

scribe it. gether with the para-
military groups, came up with this strategy called
You were in Bella Vista jail? the “Plan Retorno,” intended to wrest power in

| was held at Bella Vista in the same wing athe Urabd region back into their hands. They said
the people from the Medellin Cartel, together witthat power was in the hands of the left and the
members of paramilitary groups, government oRatriotic Union and with the threat began the as-
ficials as well as common criminals. The Colomsassinations, imprisonment, and disappearances,
bian Constitution and the penal code are vegnd the appearance of the paramilitary and the
clear that no one accused of a crime may be dpeasant Self-defense” groups.
tained together with convicted criminals. The
most painful thing was to be with people wh&Vho leads these groups?
freely admitted, while talking in the cafeteria, to These groups were headed by Carlos
having killed more than 80 people. One 26 ye&@astafio, but in Urab4, the military were very in-
old from the Medellin Cartel said to me, “Mayoryolved with them. It would have been impossible
I've decided to read the Bible.” Because whefor them to have taken over the entire Uraba re-
he was with Pablo [Escobar] he killed more thagion if they did not have the support of the army.
100 people. Some had killed 60 people, others 7ou could say that they are one and the same,
| had to spend a year together with these peoplcause everyone in Uraba knows that the army
being unjustly imprisoned and suffering incredand the paramilitary groups carry out joint pa-
ible indignities, after having been the mayor dfrols. There is something else that | wanted to
Chigorodo. tell you. Look at Arboletes where | was born. In

the region of Arboletes, the paramilitary groups

What did you, as mayor, accomplish there in have organized “cooperatives”, and the mayors
Chigorodo? are named by the paramilitary groups. All the

Our administration achieved more fomayors in Uraba, except for Gloria Cuartas and
Chigorodo than any other in the past 100 yearthe Mayor of Mutata, are controlled or manipu-
We undertook projects that had never been dolaed by paramilitary groups. The mayors of the
before, like a sanitary landfill, a marketplace, ®&ctober 26 [1997] elections are all under the sway
master plan for the sewer system. We completedl paramilitary groups. They will be front-men
the educational infrastructure, hiring teacher$or the paramilitaries, even the one in Necocli,
all the basic stuff. To improve the quality of life who is being presented as a consensus candi-
we re-organized the tax collection process so thaate. This is what they call “democracy”, a con-
people would pay on time. These resources wesensus representing the support of the Liberal
then re-invested back into the community. | alsBarty, the Conservative Party, the banana grow-
attacked corruption within the administration. ers, and the army. The Patriotic Union, the Com-
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munist Party, all the religious or left-wing forcestains. We all grew up there. Some of my brothers
have been eliminated in Urab&. There is no Pand sisters were born in Apartadé, others in
litical opposition left in Urab&. Everything is con-Chigorodo. We watched the arrival of the guer-

trolled by the army. My grandfather was

theailla groups in the sixties, the founding of the

founder of Arboletes in Uraba. He arrived thera@inions, and the peace process with the EPL. |
at the end of the last century. He began cultivatvas an observer to that peace process when |
ing virgin lands. It used to be all jungle and mounwas president of the town council and then as

WorkersRightsUnderAttack

Paramilitary Attack on Goca Cola Union

Among other examples of paramilitary violence against trade

unionists that could be cited, there is the particular case of the Ka

Coca-Cola plant in the Uraba region of the Department of Antioqyi

mayor | also took part in the peace process with
the Socialist Renewal Current of the ELN. | was

the only mayor native to Uraba to participate,

always trying to contribute to the peace process,
but peace has always eluded us. | have faith that
some day people will realize that Uraba needs
epgeace to bring about the region’s development.

The following information is based on testimonies provided by le
ers of the union involved (SINALTRAINAL, an affiliate of the CUT)

Persecution of the union began with the firing of an Executive
Board member, who eventually got his job back. Continued effortg to

break the union eventually led to the development of a relation
between local management and the paramilitary unit in the reg
Following the tabling of union demands on November 30, 1996
no response from the employer, one of the union members was k
at the workplace on the morning of December 5. Later the same
an effort was made by the paramilitaries to kidnap another worker
the latter managed to escape. This led to a sacking and burning
union building on company premises. According to union testi
nies, the paramilitary openly claimed credit for the attack.

On the following Monday, the paramilitary units entered the fgc

tory threatening union members that they must leave the premis
6 p.m. and the area within three days. Pre-designed letters of res

tion from the union, which according to the testimony were gengr

ated on company machines (minus company letterhead), were

given to the unionists. Forty-two letters of resignation were sigrjed

under duress and most of the union leadership were displace
Bogota.

While one witness suggested that local Coca-Cola manage
may also have been intimidated by the paramilitary forces, the ovg
thrust of the testimony clearly identified Coca-Cola franchise
throughout Colombia as being virulently anti-union and quick
charge union activists with terrorism.

The union represents workers at other food & drink-based mu
nationals (Pepsico and Nestles) and spoke of Coca-Cola as the
employer to deal with in the industry.

Paramilitary violence in general dates back to the early 1980s,

there is now is strong evidence of Western (Northern) mercenaries[h

being brought in to train these paramilitary units. Legislation adop

to combat paramilitary groups has been ignored. (See ICCHRLA(re

port for a more complete discussion.)

WHATYOUCANDO

= Contact the Canadian Colombian Associatiorat: P.O. Box 591
Station “A”, Toronto, ON M4V 1E4 Canada; Phone: (416) 535-83(
(416) 465-2552; E-mail: gaviota@sprint.ca; david.raby@utoronto

'3 What have you been involved with since you
“arrived in Geneva?
| have focused on denouncing the ongoing,
persistent human rights violations carried out
._ by the Colombian state. | am working once again,
'Pas I did in Colombia, with an NGO, the American
ON-Association of Jurists, at the UN. For the past
wo years, | have been involved in some impor-
ant work with them. | have written documents
Dor to the United Nations such as “Internal Refu-
but ees in Colombia,” as well as a document about
th e situation in Uraba. The later also discusses
0- paramilitary and “self-defense” groups. | have
also has the opportunity to speak at the UN Com-
" mission and well as the Subcommission. I've
{aken part in the debate with NGOs around the
N%reation of the UN High Commissioner’s Office
“in Colombia. We support the creation of this of-
®Rce, so that Colombia may know real peace and a
state ruled by law, because the biggest problem
?acing Colombia is Impunity. | understand impu-
nity as going beyond economic, social and cul-
€Ny ral rights. Latin American governments, espe-
rallcially the Colombian one, have never invested in
e outlying regions, to overcome their underdevel-
o opment. This is how | understand impunity, so
. that citizens have access to education, culture,
- so they can develop and improve their quality of
Oriife. Impunity goes beyond unpunished crimes.
It means analyzing the roots of armed struggle,
buR/vhy people protest, why there is petty crime. |
ink that if there were jobs and opportunities
for people, if their rights were respected, people
“‘would focus on our country’s development and
progress.

lle

g

fed

What do you think is the key to obtaining
3, these objectives?

| think that the social movement in Colom-
bia, the unions, NGOs, different left-wing sec-

ca

tors, democratic personalities, even the justice
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system, will have to focus on this. The problemromote this proposal, supported by different
in Colombia is impunity from the point of view of NGOs, the United Nations, that there must be a
lack of social spending, the unequal distributionegotiated political settlement to the conflicts in
of wealth, and opportunities for all. There ha€olombia. We must fight against impunity, and
been a serious [armed] conflict in Colombia fofor a better redistribution of wealth. This gives
over the last 35 to 50 years. We have armed ins great hopes, to see that people continue work
surgents, the guerrilla movement. We now haver democracy in Colombia. I'm far from home,
paramilitary groups carrying out counter-insurbut my mind is still stuck there in Colombia. | can
gency operations. We must attack the roots nbt forget my country and my people. | wish that
the causes of these problems. Colombians muistould go home tomorrow, to be in Urab4, in
find a way to sit down together and understar@higorodo, with my people and my culture. But |
that there must be equal opportunities for all. EHm strengthened by the fact that | can take ad-
people can’t come to realize this, Colombia’s furantage of this historic opportunity and de-
ture will be very bleak. | think that there are mangounce the atrocities committed in Colombia by
people who understand this. They continue t&tate terrorism. That is my role here in Eurdme.

WOMEN TAKE A STAND IN THE FIGHT BETWEEN CORRUPTION & JUSTICE
Caugt n the Cuossire

en Olmyra Morales heard the lowinternational League for Peace and Freedom by Robin Lloyd
flying airplane approach she(WILPF), the Colombia Support Network and the
rushed out the door to call her chil-Colombia Media Project. My impression is that
dren. “But there was no way Ithis rich and beautiful country has been singled
could protect them,” she told me during an inteeut for singular punishment in the “war on
view in the offices of a human rights organizadrugs”. Former Ambassador Myles Frechette
tion in Bogota, Colombia. “As our houses aréold us that he refused to communicate with presi-
made from wood, the poison filters in. It lands odent Ernesto Samper, who was in the doghouse
the water, and on the food crops.” for having accepted campaign financing from
Olmyra was talking about the chemical herdruglords. Yet the Samper government has ac-
bicide Ultra Glyphosate, which was sprayed oquiesced to US demands for aerial fumigation -
45,000 acres of coca fields in the summer of 199@nlike Bolivia and Peru, in which an historic in-
The children vomited, and later their hair fell outdigenous relationship to the coca plant has made
To survive, she organized the first demonfumigation an impossible political option. Nev-
stration against aerial fumigation in Miraflores, @&rtheless, Colombia has been “decertified” for
town in the Guaviere department, a large state twwo years for perceived shortcomings in its anti-
the remote southeastern part of Colombia, whemarcotics efforts. As a result, tiny environmental
an estimated 97 percent of the local economyasd population projects have been cut, while
derived from coca. “We organized a women’siilitary assistance continues to flow. In fact, US
group that was open to everyone: farmwomeanssistance to the Colombian anti-narcotics po-
prostitutes, professors...we joined hands and gige and military increased more than fivefold last
ourselves on the highway of Miraflores and thgear, to over $100 million.
helicopter launch pad.” Olmyra lived in the vast half of the country
The protest movement mushroomed. By thihat drains into the Amazon river basin. No roads
end of November, 1996, an estimated 241,008ach the area: transportation is confined to boat
people had participated in massive marches - ooe plane. Up until recently, the FARC has been
of the largest peasant mobilizations in Colonthe defactogovernment there. The presence of
bian history. According to Coletta Youngers ofhis guerrilla organization has restricted the
the Washington Office on Latin Americagrowth of paramilitary death squads, often allied
(WOLA), they were protesting not only aerialwith the military, that have increasingly gained
eradication, but lack of government support forontrol in other parts of the country. At present
economic development and the increasing prethe situation is potentially quite explosive as the
ence of the Colombian military. paramilitaries are gaining in strength.
| travelled to Colombia twice in the last year  But struggles for health, and freedom from
and a half with delegations from the Women'siolence aren’t unique to the Guaviare depart-
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ment. Our delegation interviewed women digoin landowners in funding paramilitary groups
placed from various regions (see our vidéou- that run the peasants off the land. It's an epic
rageous Women of Colomban page 46), and struggle between corruption and justice.
visited the besieged mayor of Apartado in north- Although women generally aren’t directly in-
ern Colombia. There, drug lord Carlos Castafimlved in the hostilities, they are the most af-
has launched a campaign of terror in the sufected by the trauma of displacement. Accord-
rounding rural zones, forcing thousands to leaweg to an Amnesty International report, they are
their homes and crowd into refugee camps. (SHerced to flee their rural homes with their chil-
related stories on pages 6 and 7.) No coca or pajsen, abandon their livestock and possessions,
pies are grown in this area, but it is a strategénd take precarious refuge in shanty towns sur-
and agriculturally rich piece of turf. Borderingrounding towns and cities. There, they, but par-
both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, it providescularly their children, may be preyed upon by
important transshipment connections for drugsrban ‘death squads’ or forced into a life of crime
and guns through the Gulf of Urabd, and the Paor prostitution in order to survive.”
American highway. In Bogotd, a displaced woman recounted how
The tidal wave of narcodollars in the last dethe war culture has become embedded in the
cade has exacerbated an already skewed systgmth. “A young paramilitary told me ‘in this
of land ownership. Colombia has never implecountry we don’t have work; they pay us a sal-
mented a meaningful system of agrarian reformary to kill each other.” ” She continued in an-
and the vaulted ‘democracy’ has actually beenguish, “What can | say to them? What are our
sharing of power among various elites. Druglordsptions? Our boys are being turned into salaried

killers...”

Gouncilwoman Assassinated,
National Women Leaders Threatened

Paramilitaries entered the home of Glen Gonzalez in Apartadg
the Uraba region of Antioquia department, in an November 25
tempt to kill her. Ms. Gonzalez is the president of the local Dreams
Women Association and was not at home at the time, having trav
to Bogota for a meeting of the National Council of Women for Pea

Her cry is echoed by mothers in inner cities
throughout America—the ‘demand’ side of this
war. Lacking employment, the only option their
male children see is to join a gang and/or be-

. ircome a dealer. Indeed, this is what struck us most
at-profoundly: the common suffering at both ends
ofof the so-called “drug war,” and tisamilar themes
hle@f violence, family breakup, and hopelessness.
ce. Without an international approach, the

The paramilitary groups also searched the homes of Gonzalez' felastruggle for a more compassionate drug policy

tives stating that they had “express orders from their superiors
kill Gonzalez because she had gone to Bogota with photos to

demn the human rights situation in the Uraba region. Two member
the National Council have been killed and several members of
Dreams of Women Association have been forced to leave the ar|

tosn't likely to succeed. At the moment, the Clinton
onadministration’s military policy in this hemisphere
5 ofs driven by the imperatives of this “war”. In Co-
théombia, however, it is actually smokescreen for
ha support of a reactionary and vicious military. Un-

On the night of Jan. 20, an armed commando abducted and utess bridges are build between reformers north

dered 36-year old Gloria Helena Cardona Clavijo, a leftist coun
member in the municipality of Apartado in the violence-plagued ag
industrial region of Uraba. Cardona was elected to the counci
Ocober on the ticket of the leftist “Action and Life” movement, a
began serving her term on January 1. Action and Life condemned
murder and blamed it on rightwing paramilitary groups. Witnesg
said the assailants who dragged Cardona from her home left a
attributing the murder to leftist guerrilla groups. Authorities are i
vestigating the note.

[Notimex 1/21/98] —WNU #411 & 417

WHAT YOU CAN DO= Send letters demanding protection for
Gonzalez and other activists, and an end to paramilitary activ-
ity, to President Ernesto Samper Pizangfax #(571) 284- 2186,

ciland south, and unless the use of words like
ro- 'narcoguerillas’ and ‘crackheads’ are exposed as
intools to demonize the victims, we won't build
d the solidarity needed to bring this war to an end.
the With this in mind, WILPF is planning a US
estour of women from both Colombia and the U.S.
nodppearing together, they will talk about the ef-
h- fects of the ‘drug war’ in their communities, high-
lighting harm reduction alternatives in the US,
and alternatives to military support and fumiga-
tion for Colombia. The goal will be to bring
women’s voices into the drug policy debate, add-
ing a sorely needed perspective to the struggle
to end prohibition. |

E-mail <esamper@ presidencia. gov.co>

Robin Lloyd is chair of the Drug Policy Com-
mittee of WILPF, and publisher doward

Freedommagazine.
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LEADING LAWYER, HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, TEACHER MURDERED

EDUARDO UMANA  ASSASSINATED

Prominent Colombian human rights activistvere charged with terrorism for having staged a
and lawyer Jose Eduardo Umafia Mendoza waBike against the company’s privatization. He
murdered on April 18 at his office in a residentiadlso successfully defended Patriotic Union (UP)
neighborhood of Bogota. Early reports indicateparty leader and former Apartado mayor Jose
he was killed by three assailants who enteréhtonio Lépez Bula, falsely charged with plan-
the office posed as journalists. The attackersng a massacre in the town of Apartado in the
bound and gagged Umafia before shooting hiragion of Urabd, in Antioquia department.
six times in the head. Despite constant threats, Some 200 people gathered on Apr. 23 in Brus-
Umafia had always refused to have bodyguardsls, in front of the Council of Ministers of the
or any other type of security. “That isn't living,” European Union (UE), to protest Umafia’s mur-
he had said. der and to demand that the UE change its policy

Umafia was working on two major cases d@bward Colombia. In Spain, a number of hongov-
the time of his death: an ongoing investigatioearnmental organizations rallied in front of the Co-
into the November 1985 events at the Palace loimbian embassy in Madrid to protest the at-
Justice, where over 100 people were killed and 1dcks on human rights defenders.
disappeared in an army assault following the take-
over of the building by leftist rebels from the Ml
19; and the reopening of 50-year-old case of tipe
murder of Liberal politician Jorge Eliecer Gaitan,

WHATYOUCANDO
= See next page

Amnesty International Office

whose killing sparked years of partisan massp- sn“t nuwn

cres, a period referred to by Colombians as “la

Violencia.” Umafia had recently told his col Amnesty International announced that threats against its ger-
leagues that there was evidence of complicity fpy sonnel had forced it to shut down its office in Colombia in February
some “very important” and still living figures in| — two months after the killing of two human rights workers in the

the Gaitan murder. Gaitan’s family believeg capital. The London-based human rights group did not reveal jthe
Umaria’s murder is linked to the reopening of the origin of the “series of threats” it said its workers had received.
case Because none of its local personnel was actively involved|in

The Workers Trade Union (USO), which rep} investigating human rights abuse in Colombia — which has ong of
resents employees of Colombia’s state oil com- the most dismal rights records in the hemisphere — Amnesty said the
pany, Ecopetrol, staged a 24-hour strike to cop- Work it does in the country through international monitors would
demn Umafa’s murder. Umafia was the deferjsecontinue unabated.
lawyer for USO leaders who were arrested in Dg- “Amnesty International has not diminished or suspended its work
cember 1996 and charged with “terrorism” for al- in favor of human rights in Colombia,” said the statement, which was
legedly conspiring with leftist rebels to blow ug Written in Spanish.
oil pipelines. Umafa was defending 18 of the “On the contrary, the human rights crisis in the country cont|n-
union’s leaders; three of them are jailed and tn\e ues to be a very high priority for Amnesty International.” —Reutgrs
rest released pending trial. In early Februa
Umafia had received a telephoned death threat;
he said the caller warned him he would be killed Mourners for Umafia gathered together on
because of his defense of the USO leaders. IrApr. 23 to found the “Broad Social Front,” which
21-page document written after receiving theeeks to protect the lives of community and hu-
death threat, Umafa said the caller “stated thaian rights activists, intellectuals, and opposi-
the authors of the plan believe | am a dangépn leaders. A national day of protest against
because of the charges | have made against statpunity has been scheduled for May 19, one
security forces and against Ecopetrol officialgear after the murders of prominent human rights
for their undue interference in the criminal trial.’activists Mario Calderon and Elsa Alvarado. The
Umafia gave a copy of the document to his clo&SO has scheduled another 24-hour strike for
est friends, telling them to make it public if hehat day in which oil, telecommunications and
were killed. electricity workers will participate ®

Umafia was the main lawyer defending lead-
ers of the union of workers of the Colombiarsources: Colombia Support Netwoi, Colom-
national telephone company, TELECOM, whdiano El Tiempg AP
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Human Rights Activist Murdered

JesUs Maria Valle Jaramillo, a lawyer, forme4:00 p.m. Human rights workers from nearby of
municipal official and president of the “Héctorfices said security forces blanketed the area, stc Governor
Abad Gémez” Permanent Committee for Humaping pedestrians to demand identification an Vélezhad
Rights was shot to death in his office in Medellirgearch them for weapons. At 2:30, according pubicly labeked
Colombia, on February 27. eyewitnesses, 16 gunmen in civilian clothes a| Jamido &5 an
In recent months, Mr. Valle Jaramillo docuproached the Com-mittee’s offices. Several—tw “enenmy” of
mented human rights Antioquia, particularly iimen and a woman —went inside. There wel thearmed
the municipality of Ituango in the northwesterrithree people in the office: Mr. Valle Jaramillo, his foes,
part of the state. In June 1997, Mr. Jaramillo canséster and a Committee staff member. The gu
into conflict with authorities after alleging thatmen bound and gagged Mr. Valle Jaramillo’s sis
paramilitaries were conducting joint patrols wither and colleague and then executed Mr. Val
the armed forces. Then-Governor Alvaro Uribdaramillo with a gunshot to the head. (See “N
Vélez publicly characterized Mr. Valle Jaramilloend in Sight”, page 41
as an “enemy” of the armed forces of Colombia.

Alarmed by the governor's comments, th ) )
Colectivo de Derechos Humanos Semillas de WHAIYOUCANDO=Wie © Coombes Alomey Generd ugng an

Libertad issued a statement that Mr. Uribe Véldz vestigaion o tese Kings Youmay choose to indicate your cor|
had endangered Mr. Valle Jaramillo in singling cern that the circumstances warrant particular attention to whe
him out as an enemy of the armed forces. Sta e-members of the security forces acquiesced in or were otherwisg
ments similar to Uribe’s had been made by tHe volved in the attack. Dr. Alfonso Gomez Mendez, Fiscal General d
military itself. Human rights groups say that 4 Nacion, Calle 35, No. 4-31, Apartado, Aereo 29855, Bogota, Colom

1985 War College training manual for military of{ Fax:+571288 2828 .
ficers entitled “Get to Know Our Enemy” listed] WHANOUCANDO=Wie © Secelry o Sce Abigt  reqest

the Permanent Committee as an enemy of thefg te US goanmat o damie | tee wesdid  nde |
armed forces. Two years later, Héctor Abaf mentinMr.Jaramilo'sdeath , and to take appropriate action as requir

Goémez, then-president of the Permanent Com- under Section 570 of the 1998 Foreign Operations Appropriations
mittee, was assassinated with a colleague as theythe Leahy Amendment). The Leahy amendment requires that
mourned a third human rights activist murderefd Secretary of State withhold funds from security force units regard

ther
in-
E la
Dia,;

bd
Act
the

ing

the same day. which the Secretary has credible evidence of involvement in gfoss

Mr. Valle Jaramillo was active in denouncind Violations of human rights, unless the Secretary determines that
violations by paramilitary forces in Antioquia inl Colombian government is taking “effective measures” to bring th
1997. In October, in the towns of EI Aro and responsible to justice. Madeleine Albright, Secretary of State,
Santa Rita, paramilitary forces perpetrated, %i partment of State , 2201 C Street, NW, Room 7226, Washington,

legedly with local military, a series of massacres 20520, Fax: (202) 647-1533

the
hse
De-
DC

which provoked a massive exodus of residen
The armed forces said the incidents were skjt=

mishes between the military and guerrillas, blt

Mr. Valle Jaramillo alleged that the dead were ip- Taaﬂllal', AﬂthSt Mlll‘lll!l‘l!ll
nocent peasants, not combatants. The army fifed ~ On March 23rd paramilitaries abducted Rosmira Gallego and fi
a formal complaint of criminal defamation anfl peasant farmers. Their bodies were discovered the following day.
conspiracy against him. Mr. Valle Jaramillo re-  Gallego was one of a number of San Carlos teachers who had rec
ceived a series of death threats, and human rightsdeath threats from paramilitary groups in the area. She was amo
groups say that he was placed on a paramilitary group of 16 teachers that went to the Ministry of Education seekK
list of assassination targets, causing him to fe- protection last September. Their request was rejected on the gro
sign his official municipal position. that they were not at serious risk. The teachers and other membg
In February, Mr. Valle Jaramillo was sumt  the community continued to inform authorities of repeated de
moned to give a statement in the criminal defg- threats to no avail. The Antioquia Teachers Association has rep
mation and conspiracy case against him. In aedly denounced the death threats: Over the last year 40 teag
press interview he stated that he had evidericeaffiliated with the group have fled their homes due to death threz
to back up his allegations of numerous paramili- On April 17, human rights activist and former Communist Pa
tary-armed forces links. Colombian NGOs and thie leader Maria Arango Fonnegra was shot to death at the door of
UN’'s human rights office in Colombia have alsp home in Bogota. At the time of her death, Arango was working as
received voluminous evidence of such links. | peace and human rights adviser to the campaign of Liberal Party p
The next day the army and police conductgd dential candidate Horacio Serpa.
an operation in downtown Medellin from 2:00 tp
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COMMUNITIES UNDER ATTACK

300 Paramilitaries on the Move

TwoDead, Five Abducted: Over the last year there have been a number
HundredsFleetheArea of attacks on municipalities in southern Bolivar
A group of approximately 300 heavily-armedn which inhabitants considered to be guerrilla
men, identifying themselves as members of @llaborators fell victim to paramilitary groups
paramilitary group, entered the community obperating in unison with the Colombian armed
Pueblito Mejia (Bolivar) on March 2. Two menforces. Witnesses say the group consists of a
were seized and killed. The decapitation of orlarge number of armed men wearing Colombian
of the men was witnessed by the communitgrmy uniforms with the insignia of the Narifio
which had been forced to assemble. An eighBattalion attached to the Second Brigale.
year-old boy was reportedly wounded in the
shooting of the other man. Five people wele
also taken away by the gunmen.

WHAT YOU CAN DO Send faxes/letters: expressing concern for t

Some 100 families have fled their homes fo
lowing the incursion. The attack heightens cor
cerns for the safety of the inhabitants of th

- safety of the people of Barranco de Loba, for the five abducted 1
- dents, and for the neighboring municipalities of Tiquisio, Moral
e and Rio Viejo, urging that measures deemed appropriate by the pg

municipality of Barranco de Loba—where thg of these municipalities are undertaken to guarantee their safety;
refugees have sought shelter—and the neiJh-investigations into the executions and abductions are underta
boring municipalities of Tiquisio, Morales and and calling for immediate dismantling of paramilitary groups and uf
Rio Viejo. The armed group reportedly told wit{ ing that those responsible be brought to justice. Sefior Presidgnte
nesses that their next targets were Buena Se¢ndrnesto Samper Pizano, Presidente de la Republica, fax #(571) 284-
and Buena Vista in the municipalities of Rio Viej¢ 2186, E-mail <esamper@ presidencia. gov.co>; and Dr. Gilbgrto
and Morales respectively. On March 3 the armgd Echeverri Mejia, Ministro de Defensa Nacional, Ministerio de Defersa
group was reported to be heading towards theNacional, Avenida Eldorado CAN - Carrera 52 Santafé de Bogota, |[Co-
community of Sudan in the municipality off lombia h
Tiquisio.

Solidiers Attack Refugee Communities

On March 26, Colombian army soldiersparamilitary massacres and arbitrary killings an
opened fire on a house in the hamlet of Bellahreats by guerrilla groups.
vista injuring a couple and their three children. Inhabitants have demanded that the go
This has heightened concern for the safety @fnment secure conditions for their safe retul
the community, which is under the jurisdictiorhome. Some displaced communities living in Se
of San Jose de Apartado, municipality of ApardJose de Apartado have started to return. C
tado, in the Uraba region of Antioquia. WherMarch 23, 300 people returned to the neart
local witnesses reportedly demanded an explaamlet of La Union from which they fled a yeal
nation from army personnel as to the reasorgo. The recent attack on the hamlet of Bellavis
for the attack they replied: “They deserved ihas been seen as a threat to the process of
because they were guerrilla collaborators”. turn to abandoned land®

The attack follows an incident on March 19

where San Jose de Apartado inhabitants w reWHATYOUCAN DO= Send faxes/letters to Colombia’s Attorney Gevln-

Sincebecoming
a Community
of Peace last
year, over
30inhabitants
ofSanJosede
Apartadohave
been kiled.

harassed by Colombian army soldiers. The ip- _ ) L X .
habitants of Bellavista and nearby La Cristalin erz_il ca_llmg for |_nvest|gat_|ons into Army attacks on the civilian popp-
and La Linda abandoned their homes in fear. !athn in Bellaw_sta, asking that those responsible to be brought to
In March 1997, San Jose de Apartado d _justice; expressing _concern_for the s_afety of_ San Jo_se de Apar ado
clared itself to be a Community of Peace. Sinde and fqr the f:ommu_nlty r_eturnmg to their Ian_ds in La Union; caIIm_g_ for
the declaration, over 30 inhabitants have be na full investigation into links be_tween security forces_ an_d paramllltar_y
killed and two ‘disappeared’, the majority b groups and_ _for those re§pon3|b_le to be_ broughF to justice; and urging
paramilitary groups but several others by FARG. the authorities to take immediate ac_tlon to dismantle para_m|I|t Ary
San Jose de Apartado is made up of around 1, ogroups: Dr. Alfonso Gomez Mendez, Fiscal General de la Nacion, Fis-
people forcibly displaced from their homes i calia G/eneral de Ia, Nacion, Dlagonal 22B 5201, Apartado Aereg 29855,
the Uraba region in 1996 and 1997 in the wake fSantafe de Bogota, Colombia
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100 Puerto Asis-area Residents Killed Since January

The residents of Puerto Asis in Putumayon the part of the armed forces in the attacks.
continues to suffer attacks by paramilitary Those denouncing links between paramili-
groups. Recent reports indicate that as many @sy groups and the armed forces have in the past
100 people have been killed in the area since théten been subjected to intimidation, attack or
end of January 1998, following the arrival of ugxtrajudicial execution. On returning to Puerto
to 300 paramilitary gunmen. Using a ‘black listAsis, the Colombian authorities provided Nestor
of 250 intended victims, the gunmen began tdector Hernandez Iglesias with 22 bodyguards.
selectively kill members of the community. ManyOn 18 February he narrowly escaped a bomb at-
of the victims are believed to have been torturgdck on his home.
before being killed. Official investigators sent by to the Puerto

In February, local Mayor Nestor HectorAsis area to investigate the violence were forced
Hernandez Iglesias went to Bogota, where he flee the town on March 3 after receiving death
publicly denounced the Kkillings to the authorithreats from a paramilitary group called South-
ties. He said the paramilitary forces arrived imern Self-defense Forces. The continued killings
the town in Colombian Army helicopters. Theand general climate of fear have forced many in-
Ministry of Defense has denied any complicityhabitants of the town and surrounding area to

flee in search of safety.

Reports also indicate that FARC members

WHAT YOU CAN DO= Send faxes/letters expressing concern for the have arbitrarily killed at least 10 residents of Valle

safety of the civilian population of Puerto Asis and surrounding ar
calling on authorities to take all measures to ensure the safet

ea;del Guamuez (also known as La Hormiga), a mu-
k oficipality neighboring that of Puerto Asis. The

those at risk; calling for an impartial investigation into all killings ¢f Victims were apparently accused of collaborat-

inhabitants of the region by paramilitary gunmen and for those
sponsible be brought to justice; calling for a full and impartial invq
tigation into links between the security forces and paramilitary gro
and urging that any members of the security forces found resy
sible for supporting and participating in such groups be brough
justice; and urging the authorities to take immediate action to

redng with paramilitary groups. The FARC has long
s~ had a strong presence in Putumayo. In 1996 para-
Jpsmilitary leaders stated their intention of attack-
oning the FARC stronghold of Putumayo. Resi-
todents reported the arrival of paramilitary gunmen
isdn 1997. Security force officials have repeatedly

mantle paramilitary groups: Senor Presidente Ernesto Samper Piang€nied that there has been any increase in para-
Presidente de la Republica, fax #(571) 284- 2186, E-mail <esamppr@ilitary violence in the area, declaring that such
presidencia. gov.co>; and Dr. Gilberto Echeverri Mejia, Ministro fle claims are guerrilla propaganda. Since December
Defensa Nacional, Ministerio de Defensa Nacional, Avenida Eldoradol997 th? area has been heavllly militarized by the
DCAN - Carrera 52, Santafé de Bogota, Colombia Colombian army, after 18 soldiers were taken hos-

tage by the FARC.R

Bogota Families Told to Leave Colombia or Die

Death threats have been made against meBuarez’s relatives was received on Jan. 7. The
bers of three Bogota families who have been toldritten death threats warned relatives to leave
that they will die unless they leave Colombia. Colombia within 20 days, or they would be killed.

The threats are linked to the ‘disappearanc8HAT YOU CAN DO Send faxes/airmail letters
of Alfonso Suarez Galvis. Suarez who has netxpressing concern for the safety of members of
been seen since he left his house in Bogota tire family of Alfonso Suarez Galvis and urging
Aug. 15. At the time of his ‘disappearance’ h¢hat all measures deemed appropriate by the rela-
was reportedly under investigation by the sectives themselves are taken to guarantee their
rity forces. On August 20, Suarez’s sister resafety; urging that full and impartial investiga-
ceived an anonymous phone call stating that hi#gons are undertaken into the disappearance of
husband was being held by the Colombian Armplfonso Suarez on August 15 1997, and that those

Another relative received a death threat aesponsible be brought to justice; and urging that
his workplace on Jan. 5 stating that family menfull and impatrtial investigations into death threats
bers “should leave the country urgently sincagainst all relatives of Alfonso Suarez be under-
the Office of the Attorney General, the Army andaken, that the results be made public and that
the Police know that you are relatives of menthose responsible be brought to justice: Sefior
bers of a guerrilla movement. We wish to warRresidente Ernesto Samper Pizano, Presidente de
you so that you do not suffer the same fate & Republica, Palacio de Narino, fax #(571) 284-
your brother-in-law...”. A further threat agains186, E-mail <esamper@ presidencia. govito>

36
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AN INTERNATIONAL APPEAL FROM REFUGEES

InCommemoration of
OurYearofDisplacement

We have suffered from hunger, lack of clothing, fear, overcrowding, shame, boredom, poverty, disagreement,
distrust, and rejection; we have also lived in the hope of a justified return.
A year ago we left our homeland, we were forced out by the defense forces of the State. So many hourg and
minutes have been very few in which to
understand what it was that happene
We still have not recovered from thi
wound to our soul. Today, the govern
ment’s silence does us even more har
Today our strength is being tested by t
military. They want to seem like our an
gels and defenders, but they were t
ones who forced us out.
Today, as before, we want to feel you
embrace, your solidarity, your gaze, you
spirit, so we can stand up, so we can r
sist, so we can sing and shout to the wor
that we are human beings, that we want
justified return.
Although it is possible you won't
come, we are awaiting your letters. The
are a very important moral support.
Our ethnic group, our embracing o
other ethnic groups may be destroyed:
Silence, hunger, deceit, want to ruin us.
We want the government to respect
our silent procession of light and not in
terfere with any armed forces. WHAT YOU CAN DO-= Some displaced communities from thg
We want our day of hope to be re Afro-Colombian region of northwestern Colombia are attempgt-
spected. We want to be able to enter info ing to return home from refugee centers. They are in need of
a dialog without pressure, with condi{ Yyour continued vigilance and support as they go through this
tions of protection for our representa process. They ask that the outside world write to them, lending
tives. your words of encouragement and letting them know that oth-
We do not want the government tq  €rs have heard of their plight and struggle—that they are pot
use mass communications to spread whiat alone and isolated in this worféaxto:Displacedcommunities
has not been agreed upon, nor even be- d Qeradd Caxaa Fares o Qnaadh Voa  de Quaab
gun to be discussed. ad Dovigod, Enpoay bessd in Tubo ad Boces dd Ao,
We want the President to grant us an FAX®) 87435 @) 3BI5l
audience so we can propose our returh
and a month after the proposal is received
we want him to give us a written response. We want dialog with the civil powers of the government without|the
intervention of the armed forces.
We want a just return, in three agreements: unarmed protection from the State, entitlement from Law| 70,
community development and moral reparations.
With our dream of a justified return, and awaiting your letters of support.

Signed
Displaced communities of Cuenca del Cacarica, Families of Curvarado, Vigia de Curvarado and Domingogdo,
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Srugging for the Rigt Not b Be Sod

by Javier Giraldo DIGITAL V. ICONIC the great masses are marginalized from an edu-
E LANGUAGE With which the U'was de- cation that is heavily digitalized, but also in that

fend their rights and confront the coiit is a small group of technocrats who controls

poration and the State is far from being this virtual, abstract world - supported by myriad

The W\aae an iy “modern,” “scientific,” or “persuasive” digitators who depend on their (the technocrats’)
ens ‘b"-' tet fes language, not just to their opponents but algwrogramming, as users/consumers of programs

el  rered . to large sections of our society. Its categoriesshose inner structure they don’t understand.
egin o ta its argumentative nodes, and its view of the worl@his is where the big decisions are made.

grposin :d?: all reveal a mythic thinking which our dominant  Even without going to the extremes of com-

functional” or “historically antiquated.” multinational companies’ capital is managed),
And indeed, the language of the groups idigital language has a dominant status in our
te Wapepe  Tre power, the language for making an appeal to caggiecieties. And to them its elitist character seems
UWahae m D ial, the language of the mass media, the prevaierfectly acceptable, tied as it is to the growing
i rmssnb f ing language in all spheres of influence is quiteomplexity of multiplying arbitrary conventions
fe d anpEEs @ gistanced from that of the U'was. In the languagaccessible to ever more restricted circles. This
ded wh ter s of the U'was’ traditional leaders, the land, thenakes it a language with enormous potential for
rivers, the dwellings, the forests, and even thmanipulation and domination.
oil, buried thousands of meters underground, Digital language is the most appropriate one
have souls and communicate with humarfer the “modern” world, given that its concen-
through friendly, indifferent, or punitive actions.tration in restricted circuits to achieve short term
The most primitive period of language wagoals requires that it marginalize the other cir-
iconic, in which the distance between signifiecuits. And what more appropriate language for
and meaning was minimal, at times nonexisterttiis marginalization than one which progres-
as for example in mime. sively excludes those not able to memorize ever
As language “progressed,” it became sepaiore complex codes which bear no resemblance
rated from the image (icon) and the relationshifo the images in their lives?
UWadie Robab between signifier and meaning came to be ruled The U'was have their own, unwritten, lan-
Madr Cieia by arb_ltrary_ (_:onventl(_)ns. Langl_Jage was al_sguage._ Grammz?rs have been Wr_ltten by_ strang-
becoming digital, that is, conventional and writers which the U'was do not consider valid. It is
ten, manageable by fingers and keys. an oral tradition. Thus, they possess a language
But even digitalization has “progressed” furthat is enormously distant from everything digi-
ther, separating even more radically from thgl. It conforms to their closeness to nature and
spoken language. This can be seen in the etke immediacy of their communication. Is this an
more complex codification of computer programanti-value? It certainly does not adjust to the
ming, where information is reduced to a set afommunicative parameters of our dominant and
guantifications in which the most basic elememominated society, but perhaps it plays the role
Javier Giraldo S.J. becomes the presence or absence of a signal,atsa more authentic model of communication,
is the Executive digital/numeric representation transmitted by where the dynamics of marginalization and ma-
Secretary of the code processed in integrated electronic circuitsipulation can only enter with violence.
Bogota-based Thus, reality tends to evaporate in ever more
Intercongregational elevated levels of abstraction, and the distantdDGIC V. ANALOGY
Commission of Justice between the signifier and the reality it represents When oil is equated with the blood of the
and Peace. The first (the lived reality) is ever greater. earth and catastrophic reactions from the other
article in the series This doesn’t mean that iconic language hgsarts of nature are threatened if the oil is ex-
appeared in the Winter disappeared. The theatre stage, psychologidedcted, it is evident that anthropomorphic lan-
1997-98 issue of studies of nonverbal language, etc., all reveal iggiage is being used. Technicians and academ-
Colombia Bulletin importance and the refinements achieved in thias, politicians and journalists fall silent with sin-
Part three will conclude area. But digital language dominates in the worlcere inhibition, afraid their eventual derogatory
the series in the nextof econo-political business decisions. And it iexpressions toward this language will offend
Colombia Bulletin  becoming more and more elitist, not only in thatertain sensibilities, mainly those of groups

by
D culture discarded long ago as “invalid,” “nonjputerized digitality (the level at which surely the
o
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which have, according to them, idealized ethniwhich regulate the extraction, refining, transpor-
minorities and their cultures, principally sincedation, and consumption of oil; according to the
the commemoration of the 500th anniversary [ohternational market’s norms for energy re-
Columbus’ 1492 landfall] or since the proliferasources; according to the legal systems of own-
tion of ecological groups. But the very silencership of the subsoil and claims of privilege. But
itself reveals a radical difference in language. trying to apply to these laws the physiology
It is no longer only a problem of distancevhich governs the functioning of the blood and
between signifier and meaning, but rather an ajis relationship to the epidermis would be carry-
parent confusion of fields of analysis and thang oneself over onto a completely alien field,
logic applicable in each field. The problem of oiland this could be revealing ignorance, lack of
say the technicians, should be handled accordilture, outdatedness, or dementia.
ing to the open laws, verified and verifiable, This seeming caricature, which it isn't, re-

NonviolentActioninColombia

by Tricia Smith to investigate the commotion. The parayou want is to kill us, kill us all here at
The term nonviolence is an ambigumilitaries retreated and left the two meronce. It is the people and not | who
ous one for many in Colombia, particu-alive. speak.”* A four-hour discussion en-
larly for those who are victims of the A second example is the Communitysued. In the end, the commander agreed
political violence. During my three- Association of Peasant Workers (ATCC}o respect the neutrality of La India’s ci-
month investigation in Bogota on non-of the village of La India in Santander. Invilians under the condition that they
violent action, | met activists who werethe early 1980s, the people of La Indi@onfront the army and similarly declare
committed to nonviolence and able tavere caught in the middle of the conflictheir neutrality.
achieve change through their actionsbetween the guerrilla, the army and the Two weeks later, the now-larger
They understood the practicality of nonparamilitaries. The people were subATCC held a meeting with three top Co-
violence. Some had discovered that nojected to arbitrary interrogations andombian military generals. They declared
violent action is, as scholar Gene Sharfhreats. They were forced to pay bribeghat they would no longer cooperate with
describes it “a means of wielding powerMany innocent people were torturedany group in the conflict, and they asked
through their protests, non-cooperationlisappeared and publicly executed. Ththe army to remove the MAS paramili-
and direct action. civilians were given three options: Unitetaries from the region. The generals said
Some of the most creative and darwith one group to fight the other, fleethey had nothing to do with MAS, to
ing acts in defiance to Colombian vio-the region, or resign to an imminentwhich the peasants replied, “You can
lence can be found in the unarmed, ofeath. say that to the press, to the radio, to the
ten unpublicized nonviolent actions. In 1987, a group of about ten peastelevision, but not to us. You brought
One example is that of the womerants met together in private to begin planMAS here to La India, you took us out
and children of Punta de Piedra, a hamming a strategy to nonviolently confrontof our houses so that we would go to
let of Necocli in the region of Uraba. Dur-both groups and declare their village sheir meetings.” Though they did not
ing Holy Week of 1996, a group of paraneutral zone. They called their plan “ekccept responsibility for the ATCC's al-
military assassins stormed the village ifCuarto Camino,” or fourth path, since itlegations, the army officials did agree to
broad daylight and demanded two menffered an alternative to the three oprespect the neutrality of the civilians.
they claimed were guerrilla member. Theyions given by the armed groups. It was The successful confrontations with
found the men, tied them up and wera plan to declare their neutrality and reboth groups led to a long process of
ready to publicly execute them. fusal to cooperate with any armed groupbuilding awareness for peace and devel-
According to a Justicia y Paz human Twenty unarmed men who com-oping alternative solutions to conflict.
rights worker who investigated the casegyrised the newly formed ATCC groupThey began to develop their own sys-
a lone woman stepped forward and ineonfronted the commander of the guertem of nonviolent law-enforcement. Once
sisted that the men were not guerrillasilla and his troops in a public meetinga loaded truck attempted to drive across
but honorable men and community leadand declared their refusal to cooperatthe only bridge leading to the village.
ers. Then the women and childremwith guerrilla demands. According tes-Knowing that the bridge would collapse
present physically intervened, arguingimonies by Carlos Eduardo Correaunder the weight of the truck, the towns-
for the release of the accused men anthramillo, S.J., the guerrilla commandepeople surrounded the truck until the
urging the gunmen to give them time tageceived them saying, “Here, we are thdriver agreed to unload his cargo. On
prove the men’s innocence. Soon aftegnes who give the orders and you aranother occasion, gunshots were heard
several men of the village stepped forthe ones who obey.” The spokesman fat a nearby farm. Immediately the towns-
ward, followed by members of the Redhe group boldly replied, “No, we havepeople came together and, with white
Cross stationed nearby who had comeome with demands of our own... If whaflag in hand, proceeded to the farm to
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veals another one of the traps of the dominant Analogy is at the root of poetry itself and of
language: it is a language that has expelled antde infinite stories that make up folk wisdom.
ogy and has advanced too far along the path Bfit precisely this has perhaps placed it in coun-
specializations, making these into yet anothégerpoint to science, attributing it to a “poetic vi-
mechanism of domination. sion of reality,” understanding it as “useless.”
The fragmentation of reality into discon-However, both evolutionary science and ecol-
nected compartments, each with its own and iegy have called into question the “scientificity”
dependent norms, seems inspired by the cowof-the compartmentalized worldviews and their
quistadors’ motto: “divide and conquer.” Wherinstruments of analysis.
it is a question of manipulating and dominating Many scientists have discovered, for ex-
with a view to the consolidation of a power, comample, a similarity of structure between anatomy
partmentalization is the most effective methodand grammar, based on their relational systems,

investigate. As it turned out, it was justmitted to serving his country within anpeople of Punta de Piedra and the ATCC,
a false alarm and the townspeople founishstitution that does not rely upon vio-successful nonviolent groups have
the family alive and safe. The ATCC oflence to achieve its ends. He requestestood together and refused to let their
La India was internationally recognizedpermission to give his year of public sermembers be isolated and targeted by
and awarded the Alternative Nobelice by working in an environmental pro-those who seek to break their solidarity.
Peace Prize for their commitment to nongram. These activists know that nonvio-
violence in this very violent country. Caldas’ conscientious objection, dence does not equal passivity but in-
However, the story does not endight guaranteed in the 1991 Constitustead offers an alternative to the “fight
with “...and they all lived happily evertion, was denied and the Office of Reor flight” mentality. Nonviolent action in
after”. Nonviolent action in Colombia is cruitment enlisted him as a police auxil-Colombia is a weapon, not as a shield. It
nothing less than a continuous strugglary. When he failed to appear in Au4s not about saying to violent groups,
and reactionary violence often follows.gust for basic training, he was chargetWe're nonviolent, so please don't hurt
Nearly five years after their declaratiorwith desertion and sentenced to sevems,” and then resigning to imminent
of neutrality, paramilitary assassins shamonths in prison. The day before hisnartyrhood. Rather, it is about saying,
and killed three leaders of the ATCC orsentence was up, he was notified th&tWe're nonviolent and we will not allow
ganization, a mayor and a journalist. Thee would have to serve in the army foyou to do this.”
massacre did not destroy the solidaritpne year or return to prison for another Many nonviolent activists in Colom-
and commitment to nonviolence that theeven months. His imprisonment wouldia accept the risk of repression. But
people of La India had worked so haraontinue either until he agreed to servthey also utilize effective defense mecha-
to build. Conversely, the massacre makis time in the military or until he was nisms to counter the threat against them:
have had an adverse effect on the partirned fifty years old and was no longeconstant media attention, international
military. By this time, the village had al- eligible for active duty. Faced with thissupport, decentralized leadership (mak-
ready received national and internationahreat, he fled Bogota and now lives iring it difficult for opponents to target a
recognition for their success. Public outanonymity. leader and thereby destroy the move-
cry in response to the massacre was Though Caldas’ conflict is far from ment), and strong, public displays of
overwhelming. Though in the end, theesolved, his struggle has set a preceommunity solidarity.
alleged assassins were tried but not codent and led to significant changes in  Dynamic nonviolent action offers
victed for the crime, the ATCC lives onthe Colombian military. In the past fourpromise to those struggling to defend
in La India and no other reported attackgears roughly a dozen young men havehe basic rights of civilians caught in
have occurred there since. declared their refusal to serve in the milithe bloody war. Nonviolent action seeks
A third notable example of nonvio-tary, according to Ricardo Pinzdon, directo rise above the terror and intimidation
lent action is that of a young conscientor of the Collective for Conscientiousand challenges the state to do the same.
tious objector, Luis Gabriel Caldas. InObjectors, COC. Recruitment officersThrough further experimentation, non-
1993, Luis Gabriel, a recent high schodhave told the boys that their service iziolent action offers Colombians a po-
graduate, was drafted to serve a year imot needed. Since the Caldas case, tiential solution for breaking the nation’s
the Colombian army. On the day of hisColombian army appears to have unoffieycle of bloodshedm
appointment with the army recruiter, hecially recognized the right to conscien-
arrived at the battalion with a letter intious objection. * Correa Jaramillo, Carlos Eduardo S.J. Y Dios
which he declared himself a conscien-  The nonviolent actions of Caldagé%ig:éze"saiﬁt':olgo‘é'dLaTgi’Sgggul‘;bl%‘l@ogma'
tious objector and stated why he refusednd the ATCC are bold acts by Colombiz medina Gallego, Carlos. Autodefensas,
to serve in the Colombian army —thatns who insist that the armed groups iRaramilitares, y Narcotrofico en Colombia.
he was not a subversive, but a loyal cititheir country humanize the conflict and(lgg%‘)’tgégd'to”a' Documentos Periodistas,
zen who “is hurt by the evils producedhat the army work to protect its people '
by injustice and violence” and is com—not destroy them. Like the towns-
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their methods of communication and their endame to be reserved for fields of knowledge which
purposes. Max Weber discovered profound rettracted the interest of those who wished to ma-
lationships between “the Protestant work ethigipulate reality effectively in the service of some
and the spirit of capitalism,” despite their beend result. Science became, then, quantitative,
longing to such different fields. The German higlucrative, costly, elitist, and compartmentalized.
torian Erwin Panofsky discovered unexpected Even sciences which had been humanist,
similarities between Gothic architecture anduch as sociology, in order to keep their scien-
scholastic thought. tific status began pursuing quantifiable and prag-
Evolutionary/ecological epistemology hasnatic knowledge. They abandoned the analysis
revealed that all science begins by detectimgf the structures and systems where previously
codifiable constants, and that among thed®d converged all things human, from econom-
codes, many reveal formal similarities which ari&s to theology, in an impassioned search for har-
applied - analogically - to sequential constantsony or contradiction.
of different orders of beings or different pro- But not only was the work of coordinating
cesses. This new science has revealed that théiferent kinds of knowledge abandoned as a
is a fundamental analogy between the mechfeld of science, but science also separated itself
nisms operating in any of the fields of naturecompletely from any relation with the world of
And the basic hypotheses of evolutionary episalues: ethics, religion, ideologies, utopias. “Sci-
temology are tied to a projection, onto all planesnce” boasted more and more about its valorative
of the universe, of the mechanisms that occur @asepsia. Moreover, its modern identity card en-
the human body. visages a pristine freedom of contamination from
Nor do the U'was have the “scientific” so-the world of values, as if unaware that this asep-
phistication to show the technicians at OXY théc state precisely makes it more vulnerable to
formal, codifiable correspondence between thdeology, in the most pejorative sense of the
role played by the oil inside the earth and thatord: as covert service, “tricky” and not trans-
played by blood inside the human body. Butarent, to the dominant interests or anti-values.
where the ancestral wisdom of the U'was does Jean Francois Lyotard, on analyzing the de-
coincide with modern ecological epistemologgomposition of modernity, refers to “knowledge
is in understanding nature as an anthropomadn computerized societies” in the following way:
phic organism, wherein are projected in a pri- The old principle that the acquisition of
mordial state the same formal codes which in th@owledge is indissoluble from the shaping of
human body regulate and protect life, feelinghe spirit and even of the person is falling, and

thought, and love. will fall even further, into disuse. This relation-
ship between knowledge and the purveyors and
SCIENCE V. WISDOM users of it is tending, and will tend even more, to

The conflict between OXY and the U'was igake on the form that the producers and consum-
seen by large segments of public opinion aseas of merchandise maintain with it (the merchan- yqtarq, Jean Francois,
conflict of knowledge over issues of “developdise) which is to say, the form of value. Knowly 5 condicion postmoder-
ment.” Facing off on the one side we would fingédge is and will be produced to be sold, and {3 Rei. Mexico, 1990,
an advanced technology, and on the other and will be consumed in order to be valued in g 16
ancestral tradition of a mythic and superstitiousew production: in both situations, to be exspjaget, Jean, Sabiduria e
nature. Only the first could claim for itself thechanged. It ceases being an end in itself, 10S§&iones de la Filosofia,
status of “science” or of “valid knowledge.” its intrinsic “usefulness.* Peninsula, Barcelona,

The concept of science encompassed much It cannot be denied that specialization in thgg7g 115 when there
more in antiquity, and through the Renaissancsciences has made them more effective in hgQ-; clash between
The different kinds of knowledge—concrete andling the world. But equally clear is that the “sCiyisqom and science, as in
abstract; humanistic, physical and transcendestific’ handling of the world has dehumanizegha conflict between
—shared the same scientific status and alwaits It has brought the planet to an ecological cgyxy and the U'was, the
sought their coordination, at least through cetastrophe and humanity to a summit of injusticgery |east to be demanded
tain philosophical tracts which had this task, thejhe genius of a Jean Piaget, when trying to redg-5 respect for other
being cosmology, ontology and epistemologyine the epistemological regime of philosophyinowledges and a sacred
But as knowledge became more self serving afetl him to identify its two greatest tasks as th@gpect for the world of
came to confuse verifiability with effectivenessvery ones that “science” had eliminated from it$5) es.
in-the-manipulation-of-reality at the service oflomain: a reasoned synthesis of knowledge and
the “knower,” the very notion of science begama coordination between the world of knowledge
to be restricted and all knowledge that was noand the world of values. This had always begen  Next Issue:
effective, non-quantifiable, and non-manipulabléhe field of traditional wisdom. And is why Piaget LAW AND JUSTICE
came to be excluded from its field. “Science” thusestores philosophy to the status of Wisdém.
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TAKE A STAND FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN COLOMBIAI

June Delegation to Visit Indigenous,
Afro-Golombian Communities

E CoLomBliA MEDIA ProJecT, NY and the governmental human rights organizations,

We hope to Colombia Human Rights Committee elected officials, Indigenous and Afro-Colom-
bringtogether Washington, DC, invite you to participatebian lawmakers , and the ONIC leadership. This
peoplewhc_), in a special people to people encounteseries of meetings is designed to get the del-
uponreturning in Colombia scheduled for June 21 to July 4, 1998gates up to date with the ongoing sociopolitical
fromthetrip, The two-week delegation is part of an ongoingrisis unfolding in Colombia, and the state of
wi _skae ther solidarity campaign with the people of Colombidauman rights, especially for Indigenous and
in a period of intense internal conflict and a rapAfro-Colombian communities.

wih m local idly expanding U.S. military presence. It is in-  Delegates will also participate in the 5th In-
communities tended to continue building links with some ofligenous national congress of ONIC where over
andmedlato the people most affected by the civil war: Indig2,000 Indigenous leaders from throughout the
cal  aterion enous and Afro-Colombian communities. country meet every four years to discuss the
t01h§-‘ ; As in our previous delegation in 1997, walirection of the Colombian Indigenous Move-
siugiion n will be hosted by two prominent Indigenous orment, as well as national and local programs.
Colombia. ganizations: The National Indigenous Organiza- It will then be followed by a 4-day visit to

tion of Colombia, ONIC, and the Regional Indigthe southern province of Cauca, where delegates
enous Council of Cauca, CRIC. We will be visitwill meet with CRIC leaders, visit Indigenous
ing Indigenous communities in Southwest Ccdramilies, Indian schools, and industrial and agri-
lombia, as well as the Afro-Colombian communieultural cooperatives. Participants in the delega-
ties in the department of Choco, which has réion will also visit some of the areas which have
cently become a center of paramilitary activity.been targeted by the U.S.-backed illicit crop
ONIC and CRIC, two of the largest Indig-eradication campaign and see first hand how In-
enous organizations in Latin America, have beatigenous communities have been affected by this
at the forefront of the struggles for the rights gbolicy. We will also take boxes of donated school
Indigenous, peasant and working people of Csupplies to the communities as gifts in a sym-
lombia. They have been organizing a number bblic gesture to counterpoint the increasing
major projects aimed at improving the conditionamounts of U.S. military aid currently given to
of the many communities of the region, includthe country.
ing education, culture, environmental protection, We are hoping to bring together activists,
women’s leadership, human rights, traditiongburnalists, students, academics, church and
medicine, and economic development. In theommunity leaders who upon returning from the
department of Cauca, as in other parts of thep will share their experiences with their local
country, these programs have been threateneasimmunities and media to call attention to the
by the damaging effects of the U.S. sponsoresituation in Colombia.
drug war, continuous government persecution, The cost is $1,550 and includes r/t airfare to
and outright neglect. Colombia, on-the-ground transportation in the
The northern department of Choco is locatecbuntry, lodging, two meals a day, Spanish/En-
in a rain forest that contains one of the richeglish interpretation and information materials.
ecosystems in the world and is currently endan-
gered by multinational mega-projects, as well #ORMOREINFORMATION= For application ma-
escalating paramilitary activity. We will visit terials and for more information you can contact
some of the leading organizations, botkhe Colombia Media Project at PO Box 1091, New
AfricanColombian as well as Indigenous, whevork, NY 10116, Tel. (212) 802-7209, Fax. (718)369-
are working for the defense of the natural re4182, E-mail: mmcompa@igc.apc.org or the Co-
sources, as well as for the titling of their collectombia Human Rights Committee of Washington,
tive lands. DC at PO Box 3130, Washington DC 20010, Tel.
The delegation includes four days in212)232-8148, Fax. (202)462-4724; E-mail:
Bogota, where participants will meet with noneolhrc@ igc.apc.orgl

42 COLOMBIA BULLETIN « Spring 1998



Delegates Will Lobby Authorities
for Human Rights, Establish
sister Communities

E COLOMBIA SUPPORTNETWORK will
be joined by Detroit's Bishop Thomas
Gumbleton, a representative from th
International Committee for the Peac

Council and other dignitaries as part of Ma
delegations to Colombia to visit the nation’s
capital as well as communities that have bee
plagued by human rights violations. In additio
to the usual efforts to acquaint North Americal
delegates with the problems of human rights
Colombia, and to lobby against governmen
complicity in human rights violations, the visit
will also facilitate several new sister-city/com
munity relationships between the U.S. and C
lombia.

Part of the delegation will go to Apartado—

CSN-Madison's sister city — where they willy previous delegation visited Comunidad de Paz de San Josw de Apartado,
meet with Monsignor Tullio Duque to learn how,

i ; - sister-community to Madison, Wisc.
the conflict has impacted the community and to
get an update on the current situation. MINGA (groups working with refugees), and _

The other part of the delegation will traveASFADDES (an organization that works with the Wewill
to Barrancabermeja where they will be briefetamilies of disappeared persons). dialoguewith
on the background and the grassroots concerns The delegates also plan to dialogue with the g(_)vernment
of people in the region by Monsignor Jaimgovernment officials including the Minister of 0123
Prieto. the Interior, the U.S. Ambassador to Colombia, Fﬂa_ _

Both groups plan to meet with representdhe Minister of Defense, the Colombia Office of OGaNZAONS,
tives from refugees, women’s groups, humaifie UN High Commissioner of Human Rights. community
rights organization and regional military comOther meetings will be held with political orga- leaders  and
manders. Delegates from various U.S. locatiomgzations like the Patriotic Union Party (an orga- hu_mannghts
will also be able to travel to their proposed sislization which, after gaining significant
ter communities in Colombia. grassroots victories in local electoral campaigns

The delegation will be reunited in Bogotaacross the country, was virtually wiped out in a
There they will dialogue with a wide variety offurious wave of assassinations) as well as any
nongovernmental organizations like the Colonfiumber of elected officialdm
bia Commission of Jurists (which engages in in-
ternational litigation against human rights vio-

lations by the government); Justice and Peage SEEAKEBE A"A",ABLE EIIMMEB, [M,l,

.(a group thf”‘t documents human. rights violatior WHAT YOU CANDO= Help spread the word about Colombia by at-
in Colombia, provides educational resourcqg . ! . ) ;
: o tending a Report-Back from this delegation.Chicago, Madison,
about the human rights situation, and accomp : )
. . 1 Boston, Seattle and Champaign-Urbana are already planning Report-
nies community leaders who have been thred
] . Back updates.
ened); Program for Peace (a group that finang L .
: : . = Host a member of the delegation in your town at an event to bring
community projects and educational program ) L .
as well as oraanizing the national Peace We back the latest report on what's happening in Colombia.You can
9 9 contact the Colombia Support Network for the availability of a speaker

Zarlnn:arr)iilgn)c;:lﬁENFF zcsiqset;?cr)%?trézg]:rgn;r%Lt?(:i near your town at P.O. Box 1505, Madison, WI 53701, (608) 257-87p3,
’ csh@igc.apc.org

health workers and teachers to provide servic
to community in need); ASCODAS, ANDAS,
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7, N\
COLOMBIA SUPPORT NETWORK
Urgent Action Service
In partnership with the St. Louis Human Rights Action Service (SLHRAS) we have established ar
Urgent Action Service to provide busy people with a way to respond to human rights abuses in Colombig
A monthly personalized letter or fax is sent for you to government/military officials in response to
human rights abuses in Colombia. The service costs $50/year, provides 11 communications/year and gijes
you an opportunity to amend response before they are sent, if so desired.
SLHRAS is run by Bill Ramsey, a human rights activist with 20 years experience in media and urgenf
action campaigns for the AFSC.
CSNUrgentActionService
¢/o0 Human Rights Action Service - 438 N. Skinkerk - St. Louis, MO 63130 D
N —
( N
* Losing Ground: Human Rights Advocates Under Attack in Colombia
October 1997. 61 pages. $7.00.
» Coca Eradication Efforts in Colombia
June 1997. 12 pages. $2.50.
* The Colombian National Police, Human Rights, and U.S. Drug Policy The LLS. Miltary and the
May 1993. 59 pages. $7.00. wronTHesm e s
» Colombia Besieged: Political Violence and State Responsibility
1989. Second edition. 142 pages. $10.00.
 Reluctant Recruits: The U.S. Military and the War on Drugs
August 1997. 51 pages. $7.00.
» The Andean Quagmire: Rethinking U.S. Drug Control Efforts in the Andes
March 1996. 7 pages. $1.50.
* Fueling Failure: U.S. Drug Control Efforts in the Andes
April 1995. 13 pages. $2.50.
» A National Drug Control Strategy: A New Policy for the Andes?
March 1994. 6 pages. $1.50.
 Clear and Present Dangers: The U.S. Military and the War on Drugs in the Andes
October 1991. 154 pages. $10.00.
e Colombia’s “War on Drugs” vs. the United States’ “War on Drugs.”
May 1991. 11 pages. $2.50.
« The War in the Andes: The Military Role in U.S. International Drug Policy
December 1990. 27 pages. $5.00.
For a complete list of WOLA publications, please If you would like to order one or more of our publica-
visit our web site at httpwivw.wola.org. tions, please make your check payable to the Washingtgn
The 6% D.C. sales tax is included in all publications Office on Latin America at 400 C Street, NE, Washington
prices. D.C. 20002. All orders must be prepaid or accompanied I
Shipping charges for orders in the United States aran institutional purchase order. Make sure to include yo
$1.75 for the firstitem, $0.75 for each additional item. name, organization, full address, and phone number w
International orders require $3.00 for the firstitem, $1.25 the order. For more information, please call our office
for each additional item. (202) 544-8045 or refer to our web page/w.wola.org.
N\ 7,
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Courageous Womenof Colombia

Produced by Green Valley Media with the Colombia Support Netwogk
Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom.

. Weekly News

Updateonthe
Americas
Weekly News Update has pro-
vided valuable information for
the Colombia Bulletin.
Weekly News Update on the
Americas is published weekly
by the Nicaragua Solidarity
Network of Greater New York,
339 Lafayette St, New York, NY

The story of the impact of the “war on drugs” 10012, 212-674-9499, email

from the perspective of Colombian women. <wnu@igc.apc.org>. Back

Taped on location during a delegation to Colombia. 24 min. issues and source materials ar
To order: $20/individuals « $45 institutions. Green Valley Media, 340 available on request

Maple Street, Burlington, VT 05401 « Ph: (802) 862-4929

vV

PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL
Colombia  Project
VOLUNTEER  TRAINING

July24th-30th, 1998
Sranbeny Island, Lake Simcoe
Ontario,Canada

ANINTENSIVEWEEK-ALONGTRAININGFORVOLUNTEERS
WISHINGTOJOINOURTEAMINCOLOMBIA

Peace Brigades International provides an international presence and
protective accompaniment to human rights organizations, threatened
individuals and communities who are working non-violently for social change
in Colombia. Our team is made up of international volunteers from a variety
of different countries, nationalities and experience. Volunteers must attend
the week long training in Spanish and be willing to commit one year to work

in Colombia.

For an application package or more information, contact: Kelly MacCready ¢ 142 Rusholme Road, Toronto, ON €anada
M6H 2Y7, (416)588-0694 « kelly.maccready@sympatico.ca
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Please make checks payable to Colombia Support Network
Please return to Colombia Support Network, P.O. Box 1505, Madison, WI 53701

See us on the Web at www.igc.apc.org/csn/



HOW T0 GET INFORMED:

COLOMBIA B ULLETIN

Colombia has been the leading recipient of US military support and training in the hemisphdre in
the 1990s, now increasing still further. The pretext is the drug war.... The aid in fact goes to
military forces that have compiled the worst human rights record in the hemisphere, and are
closely linked to paramilitary terrorists and drug lords. Information about the matter is
voluminous, and shocking, but little of it reaches the general public, who would be appalledjif
they knew. The Colombia Bulletin has performed a wonderful and important service in filling the
gap.—Noam Chomsky

The Colombia Bulletin is a superb source of credible information. It should be on the desk of our
president and every member of CongredBlase BonpanePh.D. Director,OfficeoftheAmericas

Colombia Bulletin is a very important resource for anyone who wants to learn what's going @n in
Colombia today. It is important in my peace and justice we#Rev. Roy BourgeoisDirector,
Stod o Areras Wath

| find the Colombia Bulletin to be among the best sources on the human rights situation in
Colombia, and certainly the best source in English. Colombia Bulletin consistently has high
quality articles that provide an accessible account of the little publicized human rights situalion
in Colombia—Suzanne Wilson Dept of Sociology, Univ. of lllinois

See us on the Web at www.igc.apc.org/csn/
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