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On April 23, 2010 the Peace Community of San Jose de Apartado issued a statement describing several recent actions carried out by soldiers of the Seventeenth Brigade of the Colombian Army and by paramilitary forces against members of the Peace Community. (Follow link to English translation of Peace Community document  http://colombiasupport.blogspot.com) 

The Peace Community has received threats and attacks  against its members ever since its founding on March 23, 1997. More than 170 Community members have been killed since its inception, including Luis Eduardo Guerra, a Community founder and leader, who was murdered with 7 other Community residents in a joint Army-paramilitary action in February 2005.

Throughout the years since 1997, Alvaro Uribe Velez has verbally attacked the Community. Threats to exterminate the Community have come from the Army and paramilitaries with the apparent blessing of the Uribe Administration during the 8 years of Uribe’s presidency. Now as his term is about to end, on August 7 of this year, the threats and aggression against the Community appear to have intensified. And, as noted in the their statement, Father Javier Giraldo, a wonderfully courageous defender of human rights and of the Peace Community, has recently been the subject of graffiti threatening his murder. Father Giraldo has been a tireless and principled champion of justice and peace, and a real hero to us.

CSN has had a sister community relationship with the Peace Community ever since its foundation in 1997. We have marveled its courageous stand for peace and against arms. We believe in the justice of their determination to stay on their lands and oppose the use of arms. We fear President Uribe may be ratcheting up the pressure against the Peace Community, and against Father Giraldo, to try to do them damage before he has to leave office in August.

We ask you to join us in protesting this vicious campaign against the Peace Community and against Father Giraldo. Please write to President Uribe and tell him you support the Peace Community and expect the Colombian government to respect its right to exist and to protect it as it exercises its lawful commitment to peace without arms. And tell him you greatly respect and support the work of Father Giraldo, and call for his protection from threats of violence.

And please also write President Obama, Secretary of State Clinton, and your representatives in the U.S. Congress to tell them of your concern for the safety of Peace Community members and Father Giraldo, and ask them to use their best efforts to have the U.S. Government press the Colombian government to protect the Peace Community and Father Giraldo, to investigate threats against them and to prosecute those responsible for these threats. 

